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Purpose 
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is charged 
with managing and controlling the state's wildlife, parks and 
outdoor recreational resources in the best long-term interest of 
the people. 
To accomplish that purpose, the Commission plans and 
implements its policies and programs efficiently and objective-
ly; maintains a rich and diverse environment in Nebraska's 
lands and waters; provides outdoor recreation opportunities; 
manages wildlife resources for the maximum benefit of the 
people, and strives to help Nebraskans appreciate their roles 
in the natural world . 
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STRATEGIC PLANNING 
A government agency, if it is going to fulfill its commitment to the citizens, must, from 
time to time, review its operations and rededicate itself to the future. With that premise 
in mind, the Game and Parks Commission began a strategic planning process in 1994. 
That process shifted into high gear during 1995. 
Committees were formed for 18 identified programs and for functions or "doctrines" 
that do not produce outputs but are essential to effective operation of the agency. 
Members of the committees included agency personnel, representatives of federal, state 
and local government agencies, user groups, and the general public. 
Included were seven wildlife programs, seven fisheries programs, and four parks 
programs. The 10 doctrine committees included funding, human resources, information, 
education, stewardship, wildlife technical assistance, aquaculture technical assistance, 
customer service, and law enforcement. 
Committees developed background information, including supply/demand data, 
benefits, services, stakeholders and trends. They set goals and objectives, identified issues 
or problems that could prevent attaining these goals and objectives, and decided on 
strategies to deal with issues and problems. 
The strategic planning process is designed to focus on and improve the agency's 
ability to produce outputs, defined as user days by anglers, hunters and park visitors. 
Doctrines advance principles, position philosophies or policies advocated by the agency, 
without producing outputs. 
The assistant directors and division administrators examined and rewrote the 
Commission's "Mission Statement," which defines the reason the agency exists, and the 
"Vision Statement," which presents an ideal picture of the agency as it successfully fulfills 
its mission - what we want to strive for. 
Upon completions of the Strategic Plan, strategies list will be developed into potential 
projects. Implementation of the most pressing and important projects will improve the 
Commission's ability to fulfill its Mission and move toward its Vision. 
Administration 
This division provides support 
services for all divisions through the 
following offices and functions: 
Personnel; Internal Audit; In-service 
Training; Aircraft Operations; Word 
Processing; Headquarters Mainte-
nance; Telephone Switchboard; and 
Staff Assistants, Secretarial and 
Clerical Personnel in the district 
offices. 
Liaison with the Legislature is a 
major duty of this division, as is 
assistance to the Director's Office. 
Personnel 
Functions of the Personnel Sec-
tion include administration of pay-
roll, workers compensation, retire-
ment, insurance, accident reports, 
performance planning, personnel 
records, and preparation of the 
personal services portion of the 
agency's operational budget. 
The labor contract between the 
State and the Nebraska Association 
of Public Employees, Local 61 of 
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ADMINISTRATION 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 
(NAPE/AFSCME) represents 231 
agency employees. The labor 
contract with the State Law 
Enforcement Bargaining Council 
(SLE BC) represents 51 agency 
employees. Personnel serves as the 
liaison to Administrative Services 
Employee Relations Division. 
There were 18 new permanent 
employees hired in 1995, and 27 
employees were promoted/reclassi-
fied. Turnover for 1995 was 4.8% 
(21 employees). 
Many letters on employment 
possibilities and career information 
were received and answered. Re-
plies were made to surveys regard-
ing salary, benefits and personnel 
turnover. 
Personnel confers the Office of 
Risk Management on workers 
compensation cases. Workers 
Compensation claims paid for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1995, 
totaled $370,204.36, an increase of 
1992 
YEAR 
1993 
450 
1994 1995 
8.2% over 1994, a smaller increase 
than in the previous two years. 
Commission employees were 
involved in 18 motor vehicle 
accidents, 3 more than in 1994, but 
still less than the 22 in 1993. 
PAYROLLS 
Permanent 
Total wages: $12,783,036.81 
Average number of employees 
per month: 443 (450 in 1994) 
Temporary · 
Total wages: $3,589,036.81 (up 
$251,285.50 from 1994) 
Average number of employees 
per payroll: 443 (429 in 1994) 
Largest payroll: 848 employees 
Smallest payroll: 128 employees 
In-Service Training 
To better performance and help 
prepare employees for higher 
responsibility, in-service training is 
directed toward meeting the 
specialized needs of individual staff 
members who enroll in various of 
short courses, seminars and 
workshops. Broad-based training 
needs are met through in-house 
workshops for employees groups. 
Aircraft Operations 
The Piper Super Cub was flown 
a total of 212.2 hours (1.7 hours at 
night) during 1995, down from 
229.6 hours in 1994. There were 73 
flights, 16 less than 1994. 
Cost of operation was $47.94 
per hour, which includes the cost of 
hangar and insurance. The $21.09 
per hour costs from 1994 do not in-
clude those costs. There is no 
depreciation on the aircraft. The 
plane was used for various surveys, 
counts, antelope depredation 
complaints, fish and wildlife, law 
enforcement and photography. 
PERMANENT EMPLOYEES - 1989-95 
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BUDGET 
& 
FISCAL 
This division has four sections, whose 
duties include: 
1. Permits issues big-game permits, 
consigning hunting, fishing, park 
permits and stamps to vendors; 
issues boating certificates to county 
treasurers; maintains necessary 
records; receives, receipts, deposits 
and accounts for all monies 
collected; operates the Customer 
Service counter at the Lincoln 
headquarters. 
2. Accounts Payable and Cost 
Accounting Section processes 
payments of operating expenses, 
employee expense documents, 
conducts field audits, prepares 
monthly reports for Commission 
review; prepares all tax forms 
required by the Department of 
Revenue; distributes costs to 
appropriate areas for internal cost 
accounting, and maintains financial 
records for federal grants. 
3. Purchasing and Inventory Section 
procurs or coordinates procurement 
of materials, supplies, equipment 
and services and maintains an 
inventory sytem for agency-owned 
equipment. 
4. Budget Section prepares the budget, 
monitors financial resources, assess 
fiscal impact of proposed legislation, 
insures expenditures are in accord 
with the budget and applicable rules 
and regulations, and maintains 
financial records of capital projects. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
January 1, 1996, Caah & General Fund Appropriation on hand: 
Cowboy Trail (Fund 2328) 
Environmental Trust Fund 
Game Cash (Fund 2332) 
Lifetime Hunt• 
Lifetime Fish• 
Other 
Park Cash (Fund 2333) 
Nebraska Habitat Cash (Fund 2334) 
$ 
678,800.00 
465,110.00 
5.406.947.45 
Non-game and Endangered Species Cash (Fund 2335) 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash (Fund 2337) 
NORDA Cash (Fund 2338) 
Trail Development Assistance (Fund 2339) 
Federal Fund 4332 - Land & Water Conservation 
Fund & Bureau of Reclamation (8972) 
General Fund (Fund 1000) 
Less Amount Lapsed 
Total Caah & General Fund Appropriations 
on hand January 1, 1996 
4,827,170.18 
73.635.81 
Cash & General Fund Appropriations received during 1996 
Cowboy Trail (Fund 2328) 
Environmental Trust (Fund 2329) 
Game Cash (Fund 2332) 
Lifetime Hunt• 
Lifetime Fish• 
Other 
Park Cash (Fund 2333) 
Nebraska Habitat Cash (Fund 2334) 
Non-game & Endangered Species (Fund 2335) 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash (Fund 2337) 
NORDA Cash (Fund 2338) 
Trail Development Assistance (Fund 2339) 
Federal Fund 4332 - Land & Water Conservation 
Fund and Bureau of Reclamation (8972) 
General Funds 
Total Cash & General Fund Appropriations 
received during 1996 
133,800.00 
94,740.00 
12.340.454.74 
101,000.00 
4,705,360.33 
6,550,857.45 
7,876,285.67 
3,920,770.00 
391,579.77 
62,731.88 
1,677,425.52 
4,313.43 
31,675.48 
4,753,534.37 
30,075,533.90 
6,426.38 
5,595,478.82 
12,568,994.74 
10,648,092.40 
3,549,342.41 
110,104.02 
10,301.64 
1,449,559.27 
51,397.20 
792,065.94 
8.466.898.00 
$ 43,248,660.82 
*Income derived from the sale of Lifetime Permits cannot be expended. However, 
the interest earned on the investment of such income is available for expenditure. 
Expenditures by Fune! Type during 1995 
Cowboy Trail (Fund 2328) 
Environmental Trust (Fund 2329) 
Game Cash (Fund 2332) 
State Park Cash (Fund 2333) 
Nebraska Habitat Cash (Fund 2334) 
Non-game & Endangered Species (Fund 2335) 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash (Fund 2337) 
NORDA Cash (Fund 2338) 
Trail Development Assistance (Fund 2339) 
Federal Fund 4332 - Land & Water Conservation Fund 
and Bureau of Reclamation (8972) 
General Fund 
Total Expenditure during 1994 
End of the Vear Fund Balances for 1995: 
Cowboy Trail Fund (Fund 2328) 
Environmental Trust (Fund 2329) 
Game Cash (Fund 2332) 
Includes Lifetime Hunt 
Includes Lifetime Fish 
Other 
Park Cash (Fund 2333) 
Nebraska Habitat Cash (Fund 2334) 
Non-game & Endangered Species (Fund 2335) 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash (Fund 2337) 
NORDA Cash (Fund 2338) 
Trail Development Assistance (Fund 2339) 
812,600.00 
559,850.00 
5,214,257.16 
Federal Fund 4332 - Land & Water Conservation Fund 
and Bureau of Reclamation (8972) 
General Funds 
Total cash & General Fund Appropriation Balance 
remaining on December 31, 1995 
10,086.69 
2,567,795.15 
12,533,145.03 
10,525,790.44 
3,526,815.45 
130,849.24 
1,355.00 
822,602.24 
0 .00 
717,944.92 
8,471.547 .98 
39,307,547.98 
97,339.69 
7,733,044.00 
6,586,707.16 
7,998,587.63 
3,943,296.96 
370,834.45 
71,678.52 
2,304,382.55 
55,710.63 
105,796.50 
4,749,268.65 
$ 34,016,646.74 
1995 EXPENDITURES 
OPERATIONAL COSTS 
Program 162 - Environmental Trust 
Program 330 - Habitat Development 
Habitat Cash 
Program 336 - Wildlife Conservation, 
Enforcement, Promotion & Development 
Sub-Program 01 - Enforcement 
General Fund 496,285.65 
Game Cash 2,250,535.30 
Park Cash 498,598 .70 
Federal 0 .00 
$ 
Sub-Program 02 - Information & Education 
Game Cash 1,820,237.43 
Park Cash 371.134.03 
Sub-Program 04 - Game 
Game Cash 
Sub-Program 05 - Fish 
Game Cash 
Federal 
2. 702,689.34 
3,071,653.05 
64,599.50 
Sub-Program 1 0 - Outdoor Recreation 
General Fund 181,330.90 
Game Cash 333,759.76 
Park Cash 8,291.56 
2,567,795 .15 
1,963,225.56 
3,245,419 .65 
2,191,371.46 
2,767,288.84 
3,291,526.61 
523,382.81 
Sub-Program 1 6 - Non-Game & Endangered Species 
General Fund 287,123 .30 
Non-Game Cash 130,849.34 
Federal 68.409.17 486,381 .81 
PROGRAM 336 - SUMMARY 
General Fund 964,739 .85 
Game Cash 10,178,874.88 
Park Cash 878,024.29 
Non-Game Cash 130,849.34 
Federal 352,882.23 12,505,370.59 
Program 337 - Agency Administration 
General Fund 583,260.44 
Game Cash 1,177,474.33 
Park Cash 478,159.33 
Habitat Cash 99,675.99 2,338,570.09 
Program 549 - Park Administration & Operation 
General Fund 4,456,837.93 
Cowboy Trail 10,086.69 
Park Cash 7,409,609.37 
NO RDA 0.00 
Federal 34,172.83 11,910,706.82 
Program 550 - Federal Aid & Planning 
General Fund 197,396.01 
Game Cash 151,546.63 
Trail Development Cash 0.00 348,942.64 
Program 617 
- Engineering, Area Maintenance & Snowmobile 
General Fund 2,268,929.49 
Cowboy Trail 0.00 
Game Cash 37,399.73 
Park Cash 1,285,847.08 
NORDA Cash 410,872.08 
Snowmobile Cash 1,355.00 
Federal 0.00 4,004,403.38 
Program 628 - Credit Card Discount 
Game Cash 1,.999 .38 
Park Cash 25,223.41 · 
Habitat 0 .00 27,222.79 
TOTAL OPERATION COSTS- 1995 $ 35,666,237.02 
1995 REVENUE 
Cowboy Trail Cash Funds 
Donations 
Interest Earned - Investments 
Land Lease/Easements 
Total Cowboy Trail Cash Fund 
Environmental Trust Cash Fund 
0.00 
5,597.38 
829.00 
Transfer-In 5,267,078.00 
Interest 328,400.82 
Total Environmental Trust Cash Fund 
State Game Cash Fund Income 
Hunting Activities (lifetime hunt-133,800I 
Fishing Activities (lifetime fish-94, 7401 
Federal Reimbursement 
NEBRASKAland Magazine 
Subscriptions 
Advertising 
Calendars, books, slides, etc. 
Sale of surplus property 
Land lease and crop income 
Boating permits 
Incidentals 
Liquidated and property damages 
Interest earned on investment 
Cash Gifts 
Total Game Cash Fund 
State Park Cash Fund Income 
Park Entry Permits 
Ice Fishing Shelter Permits 
Property damage 
Interest earned on investment 
Camping fees, cabin lots, etc. 
Rental of cabins 
590,089.73 
5,480.19 
Concession leases and sales by lessee 
Swimming pool admissions 
Entry admission - Arbor Lodge 
Rental of recreation equipment 
Horses, boats, etc. 
Concession sales, leases and 
agency facilities 
Cafe - Fort Robinson 
Cookouts - Chadron 
Cafe - Platte River 
Cafe - Mahoney 
Cash gifts 
Sale of surplus property 
Incidentals 
Catering 
Grocery Store & Snack Items 
Rental Items (linen, dishes, tablesl 
Total Park Cash Fund 
Nebraska Habitat Fund Income 
Habitat Stamps 
Waterfowl Stamp 
Interest earned on investment 
Federal reimbursements 
Incidentals 
Cash gifts 
Crop/Pasture 
Sale of surplus property 
Total Habitat Cash Fund 
Non-Game & Endangered Species Cash Fund Income 
Cash gifts 
Federal reimbursements 
Interest 
Non-game donations 
Incidentals (adjustments to prior fiscal yearl 
Total Non-Game & Endangered Cash Fund 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund Income 
75 % of fee, less issuing fee 
Interest earned - investments 
Total Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
Trail Development Assistance Cash Fund Income 
Interest earned - investments 
Transferred income 
Total Trail DevelopmentAsslstanceCash Fund 
NORDA Cash Fund Income 
1-cent tax on cigarets 
Interest earned - investments 
Incidentals 
Total NORDA Cash Funds 
Federal Funds 
Land & Water Conservation Fund, 
Bureau of Reclamation 
TOTAL Cash & Federal Income 
Received during 1995 
$ 6,426.38 
5,595,478.82 
4,526,308.85 
2,774,539.64 
3,315,318.27 
595,569.92 
125,757.98 
29,236.91 
150,698.27 
480,831.41 
90,204.55 
73,385.02 
371,060.87 
36,083.05 
12,568,994.74 
3,020,906.75 
10.00 
5,235.10 
464,346.31 
1,344,749.93 
2,438,453.70 
201 ,232.14 
217, 122.22 
170,073.68 
477,891 .55 
365,673.91 
193,105.98 
25,971.69 
87,596.59 
943,916.11 
78,893.72 
153,288.43 
74,907.11 
272,343.64 
111,505.05 
868.79 
10,648,092.40 
1,595, 180.00 
24,756.08 
216,887 .78 
1,678,959.63 
9,867.58 
1,316.00 
19,637.10 
2,738.24 
3,549,342.41 
373.00 
4,357.16 
22,824.34 
93,379.63 
p0,830.11I 
110,104.02 
6,449.01 
3,852.63 
10,301 .64 
1,397.20 
50,000.00 
51,397.20 
1,343, 102.01 
105,576.07 
881 .19 
1,449,559.27 
792,065.94 
$ 34,781,762.82 
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1995 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
2332 2333 2334 2338 4332 
AREA OF EXPENDITURE GAME CASH PARK CASH HABITAT CASH NORDA CASH FEDERAL TOTAL 
FUNDS 
Land Acquisition 1,406,018.96 1,406,018.96 
IMPROVEMENTS & RENOVATIONS 
Chadron 6,133.20 6,133.20 
Fort Robinson 32.00 3,500.00 3,532.00 
Eugene T. Mahoney 29,234.43 29,234.43 
Niobrara 27,773.37 27,773.37 
Ponca 49,355.50 49,355.50 
Smith Falla State Parle 38,401 .62 36,287.89 74,689.51 
Champion Mill SHP 372.36 372.36 
Fort At kinson SHP 703.06 703.06 
Fort Hartsuff SHP 4,465.25 4,465.25 
Fort Kearny SHP 828.13 828.13 
Recreat ion Areas General 99,177.61 12,656.61 111,834.22 
Branched Oak 94,938.98 15,154.90 110,093.88 
Calamus 8,001 .88 8,001.88 
Dead Timber 27,374.46 27.374.46 
Fremont 1,395.75 1,395.75 
Lake Ogallala 1,633.53 1,633.53 
Lake McConaughy 9,126.70 105,841.66 100,114.80 54,388.95 269,472.11 
Lewis & Clarie 14,243.91 2,179.91 6,525.05 45,420.35 6B,369.22 
Merritt Reservoir 513. 11 20, 210.36 20,723.47 
Oxford 1,396.00 1,396.00 
Riverview 3,882.84 178.75 3,704.10 22,224.58 29,990.27 
Sw anson 27,973.88 27,973.88 
Wildcat Hills 196,136.81 31 ,831 .65 227,968.46 
Wildli fe Mgmt Areas General 1,344.81 1,344.81 
Aspinwall Bend 455.00 455.00 
Kirkpatrick 54.00 54.00 
Mulberry Bend 1,312.50 1,312.50 
Pintail 30,088.83 30,088.83 
Ponderosa 14,824.74 14,824.74 
Sacramento-Wilcox 1,397.97 1,397.97 
Spikerush 27,758.93 27,758.93 
Twin Lake 76.32 47.18 123.50 
Central Office 35,996.04 3,510.60 39,506.64 
North Platte District Office 11,336.22 11,336.22 
Calamus Fish Hatchery 16,451.73 16,451.73 
North Platte Fish Hatchery 708,996.69 708,996.69 
Valentine Fish Hatchery 28,582.03 28,582.03 
Carter Johnson Lake Restoration 42,234.49 42,284.49. 
Niobrara Fish & Boat Bridge 20,249.72 20,249.72 
Cowboy Trail 19,508.98 19,508.98 
Political Sub-division 85,059.53 85,059.53 
Boat Assistance To Cities 82,641.75 82,641.75 
TOTAL 986,800.08 448,926.96 1,463,913.90 411 ,730.16 330,889.86 3,641,310.96 
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1995 PERMITS SOLD 
TYPE OF PERMIT 
Resident Fish 
Resident Hunt 
Res. Fish-Hunt Combo 
Nonresident Hunt 
Nonres. Annual Fish 
3-Day Res. Fish 
3-Day Nonres. Fish 
Trout Stamp 
Resident Fur Harvest 
Habitat Stamp 
Annual Park Permit 
Daily Park Permit 
Duplicate Park Permit 
Misc. Transactions 
1· fSi1t••• .•...• r•••• @ •••.....•• J 
NUMBER 
SOLD* 
139,457 
69,732 
47,265 
26,986 
7,409 
3,610 
22,384 
22,631 
5,110 
157,066 
146,322 
264,012 
43,224 
: 955;2.ost 
AMOUNT* 
$ 1,603,755.50 
592,722.00 
921,667.50 
1,079,440.00 
185,225.00 
27,075.00 
167,880.00 
113,155.00 
76,650.00 
1,570,660.00 
2,048,508.00 
660,030.00 
302,568.00 
8,144.96 
. : i 9'351,.¥~0.sa 
RES FISH 
••• RESFUR 
NRFISH 
RES HUNT 
TROUT STAMP 
NR HUNT 
DUPLICATE 
DAILY 
BREAKDOWN OF 1995 INCOME 
BY TYPE OF PERMIT 
"Figures are for calendar year 1995, based on data available as of February 29, 1996. 
1995 DEER / ANTELOPE / TURKEY PERMITS 
TYPE OF PERMIT LANDOWNER NONRESIDENT RESIDENT TOTAL INCOME 
Archery Antelope 5 28 406 439 $ 10,970.00 
Firearm Antelope 91 0 645 736 13,810.00 
· i-01:aCA:nter&rM > /····· ... · 1:asl ir)·· >• J24J1:sotoo 
Archery Deer 14,743 15,685 377,810.00 
Firearm Deer 8,959 56,736 68,055 1,460,310.00 
.-:-:-. -:-:-:-.·-·-·-·>.·.-.-.. .: ··-:-.-:-:-.-.·>'.-'.·> 
<·•···· ) 9,0?4 r1,:41s ii s3/i40•· t ,;sjs;Jzo:oo 
Fall Turkey - Archery 3 36 653 692 11,617.50 
Fall Turkey - Firearm 197 201 4,821 5,219 83,842.50 
Spring Turkey - Archery 9 180 1,961 2,150 38,482.50 
Spring Turkey - Firearm 368 799 9,907 173,810.50 
0 
3,400.00 
10,890.00 
Grand Total $2, 184,842.50 
Permit Fees: Landowner - Turkey, $7.50; Dear & Antelope, $10; Nonresident - Turkey, $50; Dear & Antelope, $100; Resident - Turkey, 
$15; Daer & Antelope, $20. 
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ENGINEERING 
This division performs functions quite similar to Engi-
neering, Architectural and Surveying firms in the private 
sector. Engineering plays a supporting role, providing 
professional, technical and planning assistance for all 
divisions and administration. 
GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
• Develop appropriate design solutions for agency 
engineering and architectural projects. 
• Draw complete plans, write specifications and bid 
agency construction projects. 
• Administer construction contracts, conduct inspections 
and write reports. 
• Select and work with private consulting firms hired to 
assist the Commission. 
• Furnish Cadastral surveys, prepare legal descriptions 
and provide construction survey layouts for agency 
projects. 
• Produce construction specifications and manage 
division records. 
The division provides engineering, architectural, land 
surveying, computer assistance and project records 
management services to the other divisions. A typical 
engineering project might be a boat ramp design, 
parking lot layout, developing a water and electrical 
system for an area or drawing plans for lake shoreline 
protection. An architectural project could be designing 
park cabins, a shower building, maintenance building or 
reroofing a picnic shelter. Surveying is done to establish 
a legal boundary for a newly purchased wildlife area or 
gathering elevations for a new campground site. 
Engineering keeps records for all of its various pro-
jects, including drawings, specifications, contracts, 
correspondence, permits, bids, inspection reports and 
much other related information. The division also pro-
vides computer hardware and software setup support for 
other divisions on request is involved in the agency 
Internet, World Wide Web, HomePage, E-Mail, Auto-
CAD and basic operator training needed to access and 
utilize these features. 
State of the art computer-aided drafting equipment is 
used to produce designs, construction drawings and 
surveys. and the latest electronic survey equipment is 
used in the field. The division intends to maintain and 
upgrade its computer assisted capabilities to continue 
improving services to the agency. 
Division personnel work with consultants on projects 
that require specialized knowledge or are larger than 
staff can legally do in-house and when there are more 
projects than staff can handle. 
The division is involved in the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA), which requires facilities. be accessible to 
everyone. Agency buildings and areas were surveyed 
earlier to determine what improvements were needed. 
Most of changes involve; Making doors larger, more 
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easily useable door hardware, ramps, walkways, dedicat-
ed parking spaces and signing. 
In 1995, the division began with 115 open projects, 
and staff completed preliminary evaluations, cost esti-
mates, design phases, construction documents, inspec-
tions, and surveys of various degrees of complexity for 97 
projects throughout the year. Some 264 new projects 
were assigned numbers of which 129 were assigned to 
the Engineering Division for feasibility studies, cost 
estimates, construction document development, etc. The 
year ended with 138 open projects. 
PROJECTS 
Projects undertaken during 1995, by division, included: 
Administration 
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, Central Office; 
Fisheries 
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, Alexandria SRA, Branched Oak 
lake, Central Office, Calamus Hatchery, Nine Mile 
Creek WMA, Pibel lake SRA, Schramm Park SRA, 
Stagecoach SRA, Valentine Hatchery; 
Information & Education 
Mail room and Omaha office; 
Parks 
Arbor lodge SHP, Bowring Ranch SHP, Box Butte 
SRA, Buffalo Bill Ranch SHP, Calamus SRA, Central 
Office, Chadron State Park, Champion Mill SHP, 
Cowboy Trail, Dead Timber SRA, Eugene T. Mahoney 
SP, Fort Hartsuff SHP, Fort Robinson SP, Fremont SRA, 
Indian Cave SP, Johnson lake SRA, lake McConaughy 
SRA, lake Ogallala SRA, lewis & Clark Historic Trail, 
lewis & Clark SRA, Merritt Reservoir SRA, Mormon 
Island SRA, Niobrara SP, Pawnee SRA, Pelican Point 
SRA, Platte River SP, Ponca SP, Riverview SRA, Rock 
Creek Station SRA, Schramm Park SRA, Sherman 
Reservoir SRA, Smith Falls SP, Summit lake SRA, 
Verdon lake SRA, Wildcat Hills SRA, Willow Creek 
SRA; 
Wildlife 
Bramble WMA, Burchard lake WMA, Central Office, 
District I and IV offices, Pintail Marsh WMA, Pressey 
SMA, Sacramento-Wilcox WMA, Spikerush WMA. 
Funding for these projects comes from various sources, 
including agency funds including permit sales, private 
donations, Task Force for Building Renewal (LB 309), 
Department of Roads ISTEA Fund, land cind Water 
Conservation Fund, Dingell-Johnson sport fish restoration 
and Pittman-Robertson wildlife restoration funds, Nebras-
ka Environmental Trust, etc. 
The division sompleted a survey and analysis of energy 
used for lighting purposes in agency buildings across the 
state and submitted the report to the Nebraska Energy 
Office. The EPA program, officially called Green lights, 
provides guidance to refit buildings with energy-saving 
fixtures and bulbs, resulting in significant cost savings. 
TASK FORCE FOR BUILDING RENEWAL {309) PROJECTS AUTHORIZED 
Funding 
Area Prolect Description Authorized 
Arbor Lodge State Partial funding to install Fire Alarm System for Mansion. $ 15,000.00 
Historical Park 1-----------------------1-------Replacement of shingles for four area buildings. 5,500.00 
Fremont State Partial funding to conned area to Fremont city water system. 
Recreation Area 95,000.00 
Indian Cave State Park Partial funding for Phase I and Phase II of area primary 
electrical project. 96,800.00 
Louisville Funding for materials for office building roof replacement 
State Recreation Area 1,000.00 
Platte River State Park Partial funding to construct curb ramps to meet requirements 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 3,200.00 i,.....---------------------
-
- - - - -Funding for materials for roof replacement of 11 cabins. 5,000.00 i,.....---------------------
-
- - - - -Partial funding for Mallet Lodge restroom modifications to 
meet requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 8,000.00 1-----------------------I-- - - - - -Partial funding for Mallet Lodge electrical wiring update. 19,600.00 ,...... _____________________ 
-
- - - - -Partial funding for restroom modifications to meet require-
ments of the Americans with Disabilities Act in three build-
ings. 4,800.00 
,-...---------------------
-
- - - - -Partial funding for Walter Scott Lodge restroom modifications 
to meet requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 8,000.00 i,.....---------------------
-
- - - - -Funding for roof replacement of Walter Scott Lodge. 28,000.00 
Ponca State Park Funding for materials for asphalt shingle roof replacement. 4,500.00 
Rock Creek Hatchery Funding for materials and contract for hatch house roof 
replacement 4,631.00 
Schramm Park Funding for materials for picnic pagoda roof replacement. 
State Recreation Area 1,000.00 
Two Rivers Partial funding for beach house roof replacement. 
State Recreation Area 6,000.00 
Windmill Partial funding to modify shower in Shower/Latrine building 
State Recreation Area to meet requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 4,800.00 
TOTAL $310,831.00 
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F I S H E R I E S  
T h i s  d i v i s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
r e s t o r i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  
h e a l t h y  a n d  d i v e r s e  f i s h e r i e s  r e s o u r c -
e s  f o r  c o n s u m p t i v e  a n d  n o n - c o n -
s u m p t i v e  u s e s .  A n g l e r s  s e t  t h r e e  n e w  
h o o k - a n d - l i n e  s t a t e  r e c o r d s  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t i g e r  m u s k y ,  w i p e r  ( s t r i p e d  
b a s s  x  w h i t e  b a s s  h y b r i d  a n d  s a u g -
e y e  ( w a l l e y e  x  s a u g e r  h y b r i d ) .  N e w  
s t a t e  a r c h e r y  r e c o r d s  w e r e  s e t  f o r  
w i p e r ,  b l u e g i l l  a n d  g a r .  
T h e r e  w e r e  3 , 0 0 0  M a s t e r  A n g l e r  
a w a r d s  w e r e  i s s u e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  
r e c o r d  7 1 1  f o r  l a r g e m o u t h  b a s s  a n d  
5 0 6  w i p e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  1 7 , 8 0 1 , 1 2 0  
f i s h  s t o c k e d  i n  N e b r a s k a  w a t e r s  i n  
1 9 9 5  ( S e e  f i g u r e ) .  N o r t h  P l a t t e  H a t -
c h e r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d .  
H a b i t a t  I m p r o v e m e n t s  
T h e  d r e d g e  w a s  p u t  t o  u s e  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  a t  C a r t e r  P .  J o h n s o n  L a k e  
a t  F o r t  R o b i n s o n ,  w h e r e  a  f i r e  a n d  a  
s u b s e q u e n t  f l o o d  h a d  f i l l e d  t h e  b a s i n  
w i t h  t r e e s  a n d  s i l t .  
O t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  a d d i n g  
b r u s h  p i l e s  a t  n i n e  l a k e s  t o  a t t r a c t  
f i s h ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t i r e  r e e f s  a t  t w o  
l a k e s ,  p l a n t i n g  e m e r g e n t  v a s c u l a r  
p l a n t s  a t  t h r e e  l a k e s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
a  w i n d b r e a k  j e t t y  a t  B r a n c h e d  O a k  
L a k e ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c u l v e r t  a t  
O t t e r  C r e e k  t o  a l l o w  t r o u t  a c c e s s  o u t  
o f  L a k e  M c C o n a u g h y ,  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  
s t r e a m  c a n o p y  a t  S o l d i e r s  C r e e k  a n d  
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  C i t y  o f  W o l b a c h  w i t h  
d r e d g i n g  t h e i r  l a k e .  
O p e r a t i o n  F . I . S . H .  R e h a b  
T h i s  p r o j e c t  - F i n d i n g  I n n o v a t i v e  
S t r a t e g i e s  f o r  H a b i t a t  R e h a b i l i t a -
t i o n  - w a s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  1 9 9 4  t o  a d -
d r e s s  p r o b l e m s  o f  a q u a t i c  h a b i t a t  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  N e b r a s k a ' s  a g i n g  
r e s e r v o i r s ,  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s .  
D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 9 4 - 9 5  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s -
s i o n ,  a  b i l l  ( L B 3 3 8 )  w a s  d r a f t e d  t o  
c r e a t e  a n  A q u a t i c  H a b i t a t  S t a m p  a n d  
A q u a t i c  H a b i t a t  F u n d .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  
s p o n s o r e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  J o y c e  H i l l -
m a n ,  D a v i d  B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s  a n d  
M i c h a e l  A v e r y .  T h e  s t a m p  w o u l d  b e  
r e q u i r e d  o f  a n g l e r s  n e e d i n g  a  f i s h i n g  
p e r m i t ,  a n d  r e v e n u e s  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  L B 3 3 8  e n d e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  o n  
G e n e r a l  F i l e .  
1 0  
R e n o v a t i o n s  
C h e m i c a l  r e n o v a t i o n s  t o  r e m o v e  
u n w a n t e d  f i s h  s p e c i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t -
e d  a t  G r e g e r - H y t r e k  P o n d ,  K i r k m a n '  s  
C o v e ,  C r y s t a l  S p r i n g s  a n d  T w o  R i v e r s  
T r o u t  L a k e .  
F i s h i n g  A c c e s s  
M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  b o a t  r a m p s  w e r e  
c o m p l e t e d  a t  M u l b e r r y  B e n d ,  i m -
p r o v e d  a t  B l a i r ,  B e l l e v u e  a n d  N e -
b r a s k a  C i t y ,  a n d  p l a n n e d  a t  A s p i n -
w a l l  B e n d ,  P e r u  a n d  I n d i a n  C a v e  
S t a t e  P a r k .  
D i v i s i o n  p e r s o n n e l  r e v i e w e d  a n d  
e v a l u a t e d  s i x  p r o j e c t s  w h e r e  c i t i e s  
a n d  N R D s  s o u g h t  t h i r d  p a r t y  a g r e e -
m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  
C o m m i s s i o n  t o  o b t a i n  S p o r t  F i s h  
R e s t o r a t i o n  f u n d s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
b o a t  r a m p s ,  d o c k s ,  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  r e s t  
r o o m s ,  a c c e s s  r o a d s ,  l a k e  r e n o v a -
t i o n ,  a n d  f i s h  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t s .  
D i v i s i o n  e m p l o y e e s  a l s o  w o r k e d  
w i t h  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t s  t o  
s e e  t h a t  f i s h  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t s  
w e r e  d e s i g n e d  i n t o  s i x  n e w  l a k e s  
b e i n g  p l a n n e d .  S t a f f  a l s o  r e v i e w e d  
1 1  l a n d ,  r i v e r  o r  s t r e a m  p r o p e r t i e s  
f o r  p o t e n t i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  
p u b l i c  f i s h i n g  a c c e s s .  
F i s h  &  A n g l i n g  A s s e s s m e n t s  
F i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  8 4  l a k e s  a n d  
i m p o u n d m e n t s  a n d  i n  9  s t r e a m s  w e r e  
s a m p l e d  w i t h  n e t s ,  t r a w l s  a n d  e l e c -
3 0 . 0  
t r o - f i s h i n g  g e a r .  F i s h  d e n s i t i e s ,  
l e n g t h s ,  w e i g h t s ,  a n d  g r o w t h  r a t e s  
w e r e  a s s e s s e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  m a n a g e -
m e n t  p r a c t i c e s .  W a t e r  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  
z o o p l a n k t o n  s a m p l e s  w e r e  a l s o  c o l -
l e c t e d  f r o m  a  n u m b e r  o f  l a k e s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  f o r  f i s h .  
A n g l e r - u s e  s u r v e y s  w e r e  c o n d u c t -
e d  o n  2 1  l a k e s  t o  g a u g e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e s e  s u r v e y s  
w e r e  a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  R e p u b l i -
c a n ,  S n a k e  a n d  M i s s o u r i  r i v e r s .  O n e  
a n g l e r - u s e  s u r v e y  o n  t h e  M i s s o u r i  
R i v e r  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  l i m i t  p a d d l e -
f i s h  h a r v e s t ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  d o c u m e n t -
e d  c a t c h  a n d  s p r i n g  h a r v e s t  o f  w a l l -
e y e  a n d  s a u g e r  a t  V e r d e l .  
A n g l e r s  p u r c h a s e d  2 3 , 3 2 3  t a g s  
f o r  t h e  p u t - a n d - t a k e  t r o u t  l a k e  a t  
T w o  R i v e r s  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  
a n d  h a r v e s t e d  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  2 . 6 6  
t r o u t  p e r  t a g .  
L i c e n s e d  A n g l e r  S u r v e y  
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  1 2  y e a r s ,  a  
s u r v e y  o f  l i c e n s e d  a n g l e r s  w a s  c o n -
d u c t e d .  T h e  a v e r a g e  N e b r a s k a  a n -
g l e r  w a s  m a l e  ( 7 9 % ) ,  3 9  y e a r s  o l d ,  
C a u c a s i a n  ( 9 0 % ) ,  h a d  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  
e d u c a t i o n  ( 2 1  o / o  h a d  c o l l e g e  d e - .  
g r e e s ) ,  w a s  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r  ( 4 3 % ) ,  a n d  h a d  a  h o u s e h o l d  
i n c o m e  o f  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 9 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  
( 4 0 % ) .  S u r v e y e d  a n g l e r s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  
f i s h  r e s e r v o i r s  a n d  t r a v e l e d  a  m e a n  
d i s t a n c e  { o n e - w a y )  o f  7 0  m i l e s  t o  f i s h  
i l l  R e l e a s e d : : : 5 4  
D  K e p t : : : 3 5  
M a i l  s u r v e y  o f  l i c e n s e d  a n g l e r s  s h o w s  t h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  a n d  k i n d  o f  f i s h  
c a u g h t  i n  N e b r a s k a  f r o m  O c t o b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  t h r o u g h  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 9 5 .  
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Chart depicts the numbers of fish stocked by species during 1995. 
their favorite spot. Walleye, channel barbless hooks. 
catfish, crappie, largemouth bass, • Review of the Transactions of the 
bluegill and white bass were the American Fisheries Society, an 
species most commonly sought, re- author survey. 
spectively. Anglers spent an average 
of 19 days per year fishing in Ne-
braska and caught an average of 89 
fish per year or 4.7 fish per trip, of 
which 49 fish per year or 2.6 per trip 
were harvested (See figure). 
Platte River lnstream Flows 
During 1995, more people be-
came involved with the agency's 
application for instream flows in the 
Platte River to support fish, wildlife 
and wet meadows. Discovery by 
opponents, numerous meetings and 
political considerations all entered 
the mix in 1995. Currently, the Com-
mission is negotiating with the coali-
tion opposing our instream flow 
appropriations and awaiting the 
Nebraska Department of Water 
Resources hearing to take place in 
1996. 
Completed Research 
• Operation F.I.S.H. Rehab, Aquat-
ic Habitat Conclave Proceedings. 
• Seasonal movement patterns of 
the channel catfish in the lower 
Platte River, Nebraska. 
• Physio-chemical characteristics of 
the lower Platte River, Nebraska. 
• Missouri River Study, F-75-R seg-
ment 14. 
• Comparison of catch rate, loss 
rate, injury rate and mortality rate 
for bluegill using barbed and 
Ongoing Research 
• A statewide walleye/sauger man-
agement project. 
• Republican River basin angler use 
and fish community dynamics 
project (funded by Bureau of 
Reclamation) . 
• Comparison of the sampling effi-
ciency of age-0 and age-1 wall-
eye between small mesh gill nets 
and boat electrofishing. 
• Examination of netting success 
associated with standard surveys 
using frame nets and gill nets. 
• Alewife and trout studies in Lake 
Ogallala. 
• Documentation of angling pres-
sure at Holmes Lake. 
• Lake McConaughy trout restora-
tion. 
• Evaluation of largemouth bass 
size limits and stocking. 
• Evaluation of survival of three 
sizes of stocked channel catfish. 
• Evaluation of largemouth bass 
c~tch rates by anglers using dia-
ries. 
• Evaluation of Pawnee Lake shore-
line erosion and fish community 
(funded by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers). 
• Evaluation of North Platte Hatch-
ery rearing pond productivity. 
• Development of Nebraska inter-
agency stream management and 
assessment strategy (funded by 
Environmental Protection Agency). 
• Status of native fishes in the South · 
Platte River Basin in Nebraska 
and evaluation of impacts of non-
indigenous species and stream 
renovation projects. 
• Missouri Riverorganicenrichment. 
• Paddlefish tagging in the Missouri 
River (part of a 22-state coopera-
tive study). 
• Survey of the Hamburg Bend miti-
gation site on the Missouri River. 
• Assessment of Missouri River fish 
populations. 
• Evaluation of the Belmont Diver-
sion Fishway. 
• Statewide inventory of mussels. 
• Statewide inventory of crayfish. 
Technical Assistance 
Division personnel provided infor-
mation and advice to and developed 
joint products with a variety of agen-
cies, organizations, institutions, and 
individuals. They also provided assis-
tance and recommendations to the 
Commission and participated in both 
the national and state legislative 
processes. State agencies, organiza-
tions and individuals assisted included 
the Natural Resources Commission, 
Department of Water Resources, 
Department of Environmental Quali-
ty, Natural Resource Districts, Ne-
braska Public Power District, and 
Central Nebraska Public Power and 
Irrigation District, Nebraska Environ-
mental Trust Fund, Senator Beutler 
and the Governor's office. Federal 
entities assisted included the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, U.S. Geological 
Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the Parks Service and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
Many of these federal contacts dealt 
with water resources, their uses and 
threats in the Missouri (including 
Hamburg Bend and Boyer Chute), 
Platte (including Middle Platte River 
Watershed RiskAssessment), Republi-
can and Niobrara river basins. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, in principal, approved the 
Commission application for a pilot 
project to introduce snags and or-
ganic matter (yard wastes) into the 
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unchannelized Missouri River to 
increase productivity. 
City and county governments 
were provided information and ad-
vice. Conservation agencies in other 
states and the media, both in Ne-
braska and out-of-state were provid-
ed fisheries management and fishing 
information. Most notable was a 
meeting of fisheries personnel from 
Wyoming, Colorado and Nebraska 
called to discuss status of native 
fishes in the Platte River. 
Information was provided to ele-
mentary schools, middle schools, high 
schools, colleges, universities, service 
organizations and fish-
ing/conservation organizations, in-
cluding the Nebraska B.A.S.S. Feder-
ation, Western Nebraska Sportsman 
Club, Karp and Krow Club, Big Mac 
Sportsman Club, Lincoln Industrial 
Anglers, Cornhusker Fly Fishers and 
South Platte Sportsman Club. 
Fisheries staff participated in oral 
and written comprehensive exams for 
three UNL graduate students, super-
vised five undergraduate UNL volun-
teers and provided information to 
professors from several universities. 
Other individuals, including consul-
tants, were provided technical assis-
tance over the phone, by correspon-
dence, and through personal con-
tact. Management biologists inspect-
ed ponds to ascertain their potential 
for stocking or to provide advice 
regarding management. 
Personnel participated in agency-
sponsored events such as the Conser-
vation Education Conference, the 
Outdoors-Woman Workshop, sever-
al boat, sports and travel shows, and 
the State Fair. Fish were provided for 
both the State Fair display and for 
the Omaha Boat, Sports and Travel 
Show. Assistance was provided to 
other divisions within the agency, 
and staff assisted with wildlife sur-
veys, deer check stations, scoring 
deer antlers, trash pick up and burn-
ing at wildlife management areas, 
law enforcement activities, informa-
tion and education efforts and ap-
proval or disapproval of documents 
dealing with the receipt or disburse-
ment of funds. 
Technical assistance was provided on 
fish habitat enhancements and boat 
access at seven state recreation and 
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wildlife management areas. Regula-
tions were reviewed for Law Enforce-
ment. 
Professional Involvement 
Staff attended several professional 
meetings designed to improve profes-
sional knowledge. Personnel made 
presentations at the American Fisher-
ies Society Fisheries Administrators 
Section Annual Meeting (hosted by 
the agency), the Midwest Fish and 
Wildlife Conference, the Platte River 
Basin Ecosystem Symposium, the 
Nebraska Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society Annual Meeting, the 
Nebraska Fish Farmers Association 
Meeting, the National Safe Boating 
Council's Annual Education and 
Professional Training Seminar, the 
Organization of Fish and Wildlife 
Information Managers, the Conser-
vation Business Managers Associa-
tion, the Missouri River Ecology Insti-
tute, the Nebraska Water Confer-
ence and a Colorado-Wyoming-
Nebraska Platte River native fishes 
meeting. 
Personnel attended and participat-
ed in the Walleye, Centrarchid (bass, 
crappie, sunfish), Esocid (pike), Res-
ervoirs, and River and Streams Tech-
nical Committees of the North Cen-
tral Division, American Fisheries 
Society, the Third National Reservoir 
Symposium, EPA's Fourth Regional 
Wetlands Meeting, the Mississippi 
lnterjurisdictional Conservation Re-
source Association Annual Meeting 
(MICRA), the MICRA Paddlefish 
Technical Committee Annual Meet-
ing, a MICRA training seminar on 
paddlefish tagging techniques, a 
MICRA Exotic Species Survey, the 
Missouri River Natural Resource 
Committee (MRNRC) Fish Technical 
Committee Planning Meeting, the 
MRNRC Fish Technical Committees 
Annual Recommendation Meeting, 
the Platte River Basin Ecosystem 
Symposium, a Biotechnical Stream-
bank Stabilization Workshop, Inter-
action Management Training, an 
Oxytetracycline marking workshop, a 
Zebra Mussel Information and Moni-
toring Workshop, a Western Zebra 
Mussel Task Force Meeting, the Na-
tional Conference on Conservation, 
Management of Freshwater Mussels 
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Workshop, the Mid-continent Warm 
Water Meeting, and the Conserva-
tion Business Managers Association 
Annual Meeting. Fisheries staff 
helped form a Nebraska zebra mus-
sel workshop. 
Comprehensive Planning 
During 1995, the Agency complet-
ed its first strategic plan. Many Fish-
eries Division personnel were part of 
this process, serving on the Steering 
Committee, the Planning Coordina-
tion T earn, as Program and Doctrine 
Chairs, as Program and Doctrine 
Core Committee Representatives and 
Reviewers and as meeting facilitators. 
In preparation for operational 
planning, the division developed a 
cost-accounting system to track ex-
penditures of time and money by 
water body, fish species and project 
during FY95-96. 
Technologlcal Advances 
The division completed a new 
analysis program for fisheries data. 
This program will allow biologists to 
make easier and more accurate 
assessments of the status of fish pop-
ulations. This system is now being 
sought by conservation agencies in 
other states. 
During 1995, the agency "home-
page" for Internet continued to 
grow, and the Fisheries portion de-
veloped accordingly. 
During 1995, Fisheries assisted 
with the development of a state-of-
the-art genetics analysis laboratory in 
Lincoln. Projects on trout genetics in 
Lake McConaughy and tributary 
streams and paddlefish genetics in 
the Missouri River have been con-
ducted. Work proceeds on walleye 
and sauger genetics. 
Personnel also served on the 
"Point of Sale" committee investigat-
ing issuing permits by computer. 
Permits 
A total of $17,454.00 was collect-
ed in fees for various special permits, 
and numbers sold, by type, included: 
• 249 bait vendor 
• 49 private fish culturist 
• 13 nonresident fish dealer 
• 95 Missouri River commercial 
fishing 
• 10 commercial put and take. 
INFORMATION & EDUCATION 
The information and public 
relations arm of the Commission, l&E 
provides service to other divisions as 
well as to the public. l&E publishes 
NEBRASKA/and Magazine, a host of 
brochures, pamphlets and other 
printed materials; produces TV and 
radio information; designs exhibits 
for Commission areas and State Fair. 
Strategic Planning 
l&E committed time for involve-
ment with all program teams in the 
agency's efforts to plot its course for 
the future . Staff is involved at either 
the core or review level. Since the 
division is responsible for relating 
agency programs to the public, par-
ticipation in all programs was felt 
essential. Printing and production of 
the draft plan was a major undertak-
ing at the end of the year. 
Art Department 
Art designed and laid out NE-
BRASKA/and Magazine's Trail Tales 
for the 1995-96 school year. The 
new full-color, 16-page conservation 
publication designed for fourth grad-
ers replaced the newspaper-style 
publication of previous years . 
Interpretive displays at the Wild-
cat Hills Nature Center were com-
pleted, and exhibits include an inter-
active computer display with pro-
gram on neotropical migrants and on 
threatened and endangered species. 
There are displays on bats, salaman-
ders, honey bees and native birds, 
and an on-going art show featuring 
wildlife art by area students. A high-
light of the center is a two-story 
replica of a ponderosa pine with 
interpretion of plant an animal spe-
cies dependent on this tree. 
Art department also designed 
NEBRASKA/and Magazine and the 
endangered species inserts in the 
magazine and overprinted for the 
Wildlife Division. Featured were the 
American burying beetle, piping 
plover and black-footed ferret . 
Art also assisted administration 
with 13 public meetings across the 
state, preparing multi-media presen-
tations and operating speaker sup-
port systems. Artists also designed 
new brochures, updated existing 
publications, and prepared displays 
for use at meetings of fish, wildlife 
and parks professional associations . 
NEBRASKAland Magazine 
NEBRASKA/and Magazine pub-
lished nine 52-page regular issues 
and a 132-page combined January-
February special, The Road Home. 
Road Home was popular with read-
ers and was well-received by critics 
and reviewers. It earned the Bronze 
Award for web-offset consumer 
magazines in the prestigious National 
Gold Ink Awards Competition. 
Monthly issues featured articles 
and photo essays on a wide range of 
topics including hunting, fishing, 
REG MAIL 
mitted by 297 photographers. A 
grand prize and three places in each 
of six categories were awarded cash 
prizes and winning photos were pub-
lished in the July issue. 
NEBRASKA/and articles were 
reprinted by several nationally dis-
tributed publications, including Phea-
sants Forever and Wild Sheep, pub-
lished by the Foundation for North 
American Wild Sheep. Several more 
articles were reproduced with permis-
sion for newsletter, classroom and 
informational use by organizations, 
university classes and businesses. 
NEBRASKA/and Magazine main-
tained a household saturation rate 
among the highest in the nation 
among state conservation magazines. 
MAIL PIECES -- 660,575 
parks, wildlife, fish and game man-
agement, habitat and Nebraska 
history and culture. Distinguished 
guest contributors included Tom 
Buecker, curator, Fort Robinson 
Museum; Gene Mack of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service; Andrew 
Holycross, zoologist, Arizona State 
University, and Judy Diamond, Uni-
versity of Nebraska State Museum. In 
July, a NEBRASKA/and article was 
named a winner in the annual 
"Good News on Hunting" competi-
tion, sponsored by the United Con-
servation Alliance. Respecting Feel-
ings by Don Cunningham, published 
in October of 1994, won third place 
in the Outdoor Magazine Division. 
NEBRASKA/and Magazine con-
ducted its first photo contest since 
1971. There were 1,597 entries sub-
In March of 1995, 5.3% of Nebraska 
households had a subscription. 
Outdoor Nebraska, the tabloid-
style newspaper, accompanied the 
March and October magazine issues, 
providing subscribers with timely 
information and news features about 
hunting, fishing, parks and outdoor 
recreation. Four-color gatefold in-
serts featured threatened and en-
dangered species in three issues. 
During 1995, magazine staff 
assisted l&E's Art Department and 
the Outdoor Education Division in 
launching NEBRASKA/and Maga-
zine's Trail Tales. The magazine staff 
also gave presentations about the 
magazine and its production to a 
variety of school groups and other 
organizations. 
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C l r c u l a t l o n  
N E B R A S K A / a n d  M a g a z i n e ' s  a v e r -
a g e  m o n t h l y  c i r c u l a t i o n  w a s  a p p r o x i -
m a t e l y  4 6 , 0 0 0 .  I t  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
a b o u t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o n  
n e w s s t a n d s  s e r v i c e d  b y  d e a l e r s  i n  
O m a h a ,  L i n c o l n  a n d  S c o t t s b l u f f .  
N e w s s t a n d  s a l e s  t o t a l e d  9 , 0 2 1  c o p -
i e s .  O f  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  e x p i r e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  6 7 %  w e r e  r e n e w e d ,  
w h i c h  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  e x c e l l e n t  i n  t h e  
m a g a z i n e  i n d u s t r y .  
N A S I S  S u r v e y  
l & E  a g a i n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
N e b r a s k a  A n n u a l  S o c i a l  I n d i c a t o r s  
S u r v e y  ( N A S I S )  c o n d u c t e d  b y  U N - L ' s  
B u r e a u  o f  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h .  T h e  
s u r v e y  b e g a n  i n  1 9 9 5  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
i n t o  1 9 9 6 .  Q u e s t i o n s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  
b y  l & E  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  w a n t s  
i n c r e a s e d  c o v e r a g e  o f  o u t d o o r  n e w s  
i n  n e w s p a p e r s  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  
m e d i u m .  M o r e  n e w s p a p e r  c o v e r a g e  
o f  t h e  o u t d o o r s  w a s  f a v o r e d  b y  7 5 %  
o f  t h o s e  s u r v e y e d .  
D e s i r e s  f o r  m o r e  o u t d o o r  c o v e r -
a g e  i n  o t h e r  m e d i a  i n c l u d e d :  A  
G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  T V  
s h o w ,  6 1 . 8 % ;  b r o c h u r e s  a n d  N E -
B R A S K A / a n d  M a g a z i n e ,  6 0 . 2 % ;  
r a d i o ,  4 9 % ;  v i d e o t a p e s ,  4 3 . 2 %  a n d  
c o m p u t e r  o n - l i n e ,  2 7 . 5 % .  T h e  s u r v e y  
a l s o  c h a r t e d  t h e  t y p e s  o f  c o v e r a g e  
t h a t  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  n e w  N E B R A S K A -
/ a n d  s u b s c r i b e r s .  P l a n n i n g  a n d  P r o -
g r a m m i n g ,  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t ,  W i l d -
l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r i e s  a l s o  c o m m i s s i o n e d  
N A S I S  q u e s t i o n s .  
N e w s  P r o g r a m  
A  t i m e l y ,  i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  d y n a m i c  
n e w s  p r o g r a m  i n  b o t h  p r i n t  a n d  
b r o a d c a s t i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  t h e  
m a i n  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s  d e p a r t -
m e n t .  A b o u t  3 0 0  n e w s  s t o r i e s  w e r e  
r e l e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  N e w s  
r e l e a s e s  w e r e  s e n t  i n  a  w e e k l y  p a c k e t  
t o  a l l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i -
s i o n  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  
m a g a z i n e s  a n d  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  m e d i a  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
S p o t  n e w s  w a s  h a n d l e d  o n  a  d a i l y  
b a s i s ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  r e l e a s e s  s e n t  a s  
n e e d e d .  S p o r t i n g  c l u b s  a n d  c o n s e r -
v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  r e c e i v e  
n e w s  r e l e a s e s  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i -
z a t i o n  n e w s l e t t e r s .  N e w s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  t o  t h e  
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A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  s e v e r a l  d a i l y  n e w s -
p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  N e b r a s k a  P r e s s  A s s o -
c i a t i o n ' s  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d ,  w h i c h  a d s  a s  
a  w i r e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s m a l l ,  w e e k l y  
p a p e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  W e e k l y  n e w s  
r e l e a s e s  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e p o r t s  a r e  
n o w  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t ,  f o r  
u s e r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  
n e w s  d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  a s s i s t s  w i t h  
n e w s  r e l e a s e s  f o r  t h e  N e b r a s k a  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  T r u s t .  
N e w s  s t o r i e s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  f o r  
N E B R A S K A / a n d  M a g a z i n e ' s  n e w s p a -
p e r  s u p p l e m e n t ,  O u t d o o r  N e b r a s k a ,  
o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  O u t d o o r  N e b r a s -
k a  r e p l a c e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i a  
p a c k e t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  f a l l .  T h e  
p o p u l a r  O u t d o o r  R e p o r t  w a s  i s s u e d  
w e e k l y  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  w i d e l y  
u s e d  i n  d a i l y  a n d  w e e k l y  n e w s p a -
p e r s .  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t ,  I n f o r m a t i o n  
a n d  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  P a r k s  d i v i s i o n  
p e r s o n n e l  c o n t r i b u t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t o  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  H u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  
t r a p p i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g  
l o c a t i o n s ,  l o d g i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  
s n o w  c o n d i t i o n s  h e l p e d  m a k e  i t  u s e f u l  
a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  t o  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  
O u t d o o r  N e b r a s k a ,  t h e  C o m m i s -
s i o n ' s  w e e k l y  r a d i o  p r o g r a m ,  c o n t i n -
u e d  s t r o n g  i n  1 9 9 5 .  W r i t t e n ,  p r o -
d u c e d  a n d  e d i t e d  b y  l & E  s t a f f ,  t h e  
s h o w  i s  a i r e d  o n  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  s t a -
t i o n s  i n  N e b r a s k a  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  
s t a t e s .  S e v e r a l  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d -
i n g  s o m e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  h a v e  r e g u l a r  
i n t e r v i e w  s e g m e n t s  w i t h  d i v i s i o n  
p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  t h e  L i n c o l n ,  O m a h a ,  
A l l i a n c e  a n d  N o r t h  P l a t t e  o f f i c e s .  
T h e s e  s e g m e n t s  a l l o w  u s  t o  c o n v e y  
t i m e l y  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  n e w s  t o  t h e  
o u t d o o r  e n t h u s i a s t  i n  N e b r a s k a  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  v i s i t o r s  t o  
e x p e r i e n c e  o u r  s t a t e ' s  r e s o u r c e s .  
V i d e o  n e w s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  s t o r i e s  
r e l e a s e d  n e a r l y  e v e r y  o t h e r  w e e k .  
V i d e o  n e w s  r e l e a s e s  a r e  p o p u l a r  w i t h  
N e b r a s k a  T V  s t a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
l & E  p e r s o n n e l  i n  L i n c o l n ,  O m a h a  a n d  
N o r t h  P l a t t e  h o s t  a  w e e k l y  o u t d o o r  
s e g m e n t s  o n  l o c a l  n e w s  p r o g r a m s .  
G P C  N E W S ,  t h e  e m p l o y e e  n e w s -
l e t t e r ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n f o r m  a n d  e d u -
c a t e  s t a f f  o n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  a g e n c y  
w o r k .  C o o r d i n a t e d  b y  l & E ,  m o s t  o f  
t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  G P C  N E W S  a r e  w r i t t e n  
b y  e m p l o y e e s  f r o m  a l l  d i v i s i o n s .  
O t h e r  n e w s  d e p a r t m e n t  d u t i e s  i n  
1 9 9 5  i n c l u d e d :  C o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  
O u t d o o r  A l l e y  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  S t a t e  
F a i r  a n d  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  V e n d o r  B u l l e -
t i n ,  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  a l l  p e r m i t  
v e n d o r s  a f t e r  C o m m i s s i o n  m e e t i n g s .  
W i t h  a n  e y e  t o w a r d  t h e  f u t u r e ,  
1 9 9 6  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  n e w s  d e p a r t m e n t  
r e o r g a n i z i n g  t o  b e g i n  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
a  C o m m i s s i o n  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m  f o r  
t o  b e  a i r e d  o n  N E T V ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
p r o d u c i n g  s p e c i a l  v i d e o  p r o j e c t s .  
O m a h a  O f f i c e  
T h e  O m a h a  s t a f f  e x p a n d e d  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e i r  n e w  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
V i s i t o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  a t  1 2 1 2  
D e e r  P a r k  B l v d ,  w h e r e  t h e y  n o w  
s h a r e  s p a c e  w i t h  T o u r i s m  D i v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l -
o p m e n t .  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  P r a i r i e  g i f t  s h o p  
( D A S )  a l s o  h a s  a  b r a n c h  t h e r e .  C o n -
s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  o f f i c e  i s  o p e n  s e v e n  
d a y s  a  w e e k  f r o m  M a r c h - O c t o b e r .  
I n  t h e  n e w  s i t e ,  t h e  s t a f f  a c h i e v e d  
r e c o r d  s a l e s ,  a l t h o u g h  
a  f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t  p o s i t i o n  w a s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  O u t d o o r  E d u c a t i o n  
D i v i s i o n  a s  o f  J u l y  1 .  S a l e s  t o t a l e d  
$ 2 5 1 , 8 8 6 . 9 2 ,  u p  6 %  f r o m  1 9 9 4 .  F a l l  
w a s  e x t r e m e l y  b u s y ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  
s a l e s  o f  $ 1 3 8 , 2 5 2 . 5 0  i n  b i g - g a m e  
p e r m i t s  a l o n e .  
T h e  o f f i c e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i r e c t  
m u c h  o f  i t s  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  e f f o r t s  a t  
t h e  b r o a d c a s t  m e d i a  t o  r e a c h  l a r g e  
a u d i e n c e s .  W e e k l y  r a d i o  a n d  T V  
s h o w s  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e s  w e r e  b r o a d -
c a s t  o n  s o m e  1 8  s t a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  N e b r a s k a  S p o r t s  N e t w o r k .  
C o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p r i n t  m e d i a  w a s  
i n c r e a s e d ,  a n d  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  
p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  w e r e  
p r o d u c e d .  P r o g r a m s  i n c l u d e d  c i v i c  
g r o u p s ,  c l u b s ,  y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a n d  o t h e r s  p m  t o p i c s  f r o m  a q u a t i c  
e d u c a t i o n  t o  s t a t e  p a r k s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t e l e p h o n e  h o t l i n e  r e p o r t s  o n  l o c a l  
o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  m a d e  a v a i l -
a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w e e k l y .  
T h e  o f f i c e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  e x h i b i t  a n d  t h e  O m a -
h a  B o a t  S p o r t  &  T r a v e l  S h o w  a n d  t h e  
O m a h a  B a s s  S h o w .  
A l l i a n c e  O f f i c e  
T h e  D i s t r i c t  I  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  ( P I O )  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  r e g i o n a l  
e d i t o r  f o r  N E B R A S K A / a n d  M a g a z i n e  
w h i l e  h a n d l i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e d u -
c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  P a n h a n d l e .  
As regional editor for NEBRASKA-
/and Magazine, the PIO handled 
various articles and photo assign-
ments, various public information 
efforts, and audio-visual needs. 
Ongoing programs include local 
and statewide news releases and 
media contacts and an expanded 
release program to the Panhandle's 
14 radio and 2 TV stations. 
Ongoing assignments included 
firearms training and instruction at 
the Outdoors-Woman workshop, 
programs, information requests, 
media contacts, support to the divi-
sion as needed, and assisting with 
the local office. Counter sales for the 
year totaled $130,339.51, of which 
$86, 900 was from big-game permits. 
North Platte Office 
The District IV PIO handles inform-
ation and education activities in 
southwest Nebraska, while also serv-
ing as regional editor for NEBRAS-
KA/and Magazine . 
The PIO serves as director of the 
National Cornhusker High School 
Trap Shoot at Doniphan. The 26th 
annual shoot drew more than 400 
competitors to the May shoot. Other 
ongoing programs included a TV 
news feature, Nebraska Outdoors, 
each Wednesday on KNOP-TV; 
seasonal radio shows, and local news 
releases . The PIO was also involved 
in Outdoor Education projects (Hunt-
er Education and Project WILD), and 
provided division support as needed . 
The district PIO supervises the staff 
assistant at the North Platte office, 
and assists with permit sales, over-
the-counter information and other 
public relations. Permit and other 
sales totaled $245,779.44 in 1995, 
up 17.6% from 1994. Big-game 
permits accounted for $123,236.50 
or slightly over 50% of the total. 
NEBRASKAland Calendar 
NEBRASKA/and Calendar was 
again widely distributed and featured 
photos from NEBRASKA/and Maga-
zine. Printed in May to allow for 
summer sales at state parks and 
other areas, the calendar was also 
offered as a renewal incentive to 
subscribers. Over 55,000 copies 
were produced and distributed by 
direct mail, newsstands and counter 
sales. The calendar has been pro-
duced annually since 1964, except 
for one year. 
Voluntary Waterfowl Stamp 
The division coordinates the annu-
al voluntary waterfowl stamp, pro-
duced by Neal Anderson, under an 
agreement with Wild Wings. The 
1995-96 stamp features wood ducks, 
The 1994-95 stamp and prints 
brought in $41,760 in sales and 
royalties. Thus far, these stamps have 
raised approximately $540,000 for 
wetland habitat in Nebraska. 
Habitat Stamp Art Contest 
John R. Mayer of Grand Island 
won the Adult Division of the Habitat 
Stamp Art Contest, and his rendering 
of a pheasant be featured on the 
1996 Habitat Stamp. It was Mayer's 
fifth winning entry. He first won the 
contest in 1985. 
There were over 1,500 entries in 
the three categories in the Youth 
Division of the contest. Selections of 
the youth art are featured in a T rav-
eling Exhibit that is displayed at loca-
tions across the state. Youth winners 
included: Senior - Teri Langan of 
Falls City; Junior - Kevin Mathis of 
Ralston; Elementary - Clint Gregory 
of Gretna. 
The Omaha Fish and Wildlife Club 
again donated $350 in contest 
awards -- $200 to the adult winner 
and $50 to each youth winner. 
Know Nebraska Tours 
Two tours were conducted, serv-
ing 80 participants, during the 17th 
season of the popular KNOW NE-
BRASKA TOURS, still co-sponsored 
with the Omaha World-Herald. 
Publications 
The printing and publishing de-
partment manages the production 
and distribution of more than 450 
different brochures and pamphlets, 
as well as various other agency 
publications and over 400 forms. 
Publications range from full-color 
brochures to one and two-color 
pamphlets, stationery and short-run 
technical publications. 
l&E staff provides assistance to 
other divisions to determine the best, 
most cost-effective and efficient ways 
to produce the numerous publications 
and various other printed projects. 
Work involves writing specifications 
for jobs bid to commercial vendors, 
coordination with the State Print 
Shop, as well as those produced in 
the Commission's own printing shop. 
In-House Print Shop 
The print shop produced 713 jobs 
in 1995, up 5.2%, and included 
pamphlets, booklets, news releases, 
survey cards, envelopes and other 
materials. The 2,826,107 printed 
impressions included 120,925 cards, 
321,000 envelopes and 2,384,182 
pamphlets and other publications. 
Numerous negatives and plates 
were shot for printing various publi-
cations, plus related tasks of cutting, 
folding, collating and inventory. 
Mail & Shipping 
The mail section processes all 
incoming and outgoing agency mail 
by the most efficient method. The 
direct address and bar code printer 
expedited processing database mail, 
while allowing the agency to take 
advantage of U .S Postal Service 
discounts. This has become even 
more important with the increases in 
postage rates. 
First class pre-sort resulted in a 
savings of $6,441.16 for the year. 
Mail processed in each category 
included: First class pre-sort, 139, 117 
pieces; regular mail, including me-
tered bulk, 431,852; pre-printed bulk 
permit mail, 70,579, and UPS pack-
ages, 19,027 ($58,159.70). There 
were 6,251 information requests 
filled, plus hunt information mailings 
of 3,987 pieces. 
State Fair 
The backyard habitat exhibit con-
tinued to improve and grow as a 
cooperative effort of l&E, Outdoor 
Education and Non-Game Wildlife. 
Space was provided to 14 out-
door/conservation organizations in 
the "Outdoor Alley," the aquarium 
and Hunter Education building. The 
shooting booth again proved highly 
popular with young people. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Enforcing the laws and regulations 
pertaining to fis hing, hunting, boat-
ing and the state parks system, is a 
vita l part of management. Effective 
natural resources law enforcement 
can be divided into three categories: 
(1) education demonstrates the pur-
pose and need for existing laws and 
regulations, (2) selective law enforce-
ment a llows officers to concentrate 
their efforts where specific problems 
are occurring, and (3) general en-
forcement concentrates on preven-
tion and control of violations in an 
officer's patrol area. 
Well-trained, mobile and well-
equipped, officers strive for high 
visibi lity, which serves to educate and 
to deter unlawful conduct to benefit 
Nebraskans and the resource. 
For 1995, the division had 60 
positions, including a division admin-
istrator, assistant administrator, 6 
supervisors, 47 field officers, a staff 
conservation officer, administrative 
secretary and staff assistant. The 
hunter and boater education coordi-
nators were transferred to Outdoor 
Education during 1995. 
On Patrol 
O fficers drove 1,496,906 miles on 
patrol, at an average cost of 10.81 ~ 
5450 
-ARRESTS 
per mile, including a ll operating 
expenses such as gas, oil, tires and 
repairs. The average was 14.57 miles 
per ga llon of gas. Patrol boats were 
used 1,531.5 hours to promote water 
safety at an average cost of $6.32 
per hour. Snowmobiles used for en-
forcement were driven 1 08 miles at 
an average of $3.61 per mile. 
Contacts 
In 1995 officers checked 27,773 
hunters; 55, 145 fishermen, 554 trap-
pers; inspected 19, 164 boats, and 
made 48,328 miscellaneous contacts, 
mostly park oriented. Some 3, 193 
complaints were investigated, and 
officers attended 1,315 meetings. 
Arrests & Convictions 
In 1995, officers made 4,030 ar-
rests, compared to 4,575 in 1994. Of 
this total 3,834 individuals were 
found guilty by the courts - for a 
conviction rate of 95.13% for all 
arrests and citations issued. The 
conviction rate for cases actua lly 
brought to trial was 99 .75%. Over 
the past 25 years, the number of 
arrests ranged from a low of 2,491 
in 1973 to a high of 5,405 in 1980. 
Conviction percentages went from a 
low of 94.8 in 1985 to a high of 98.8 
in 1972. 
-
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Most common overa ll violations 
were: (1) no park entry permit, (2) 
fishing without a permit, (3) improp-
erly equipped vessel, (4) possession 
of illegal size game fish. The most 
common hunting violations were (1) 
loaded shotgun in a vehicle, (2) 
trespassing, (3) hunting with artificia l 
light, (4) illegal possession of game. 
Expenses 
Total expenses for 1995 were 
$80, 194.19, including $47,996.97 
for meals; $13,566.05 for lodging; 
$13,464.07 for telephone, and mis-
cellaneous $5,179.47. 
Mandatory Road Checks 
Conservation officers manned five 
mandatory road checks during 1995 
that resulted in 1,386 vehicles 
checked with 50 arrests made. 
Communications System 
The statewide radio communica-
tions system is a network of bases 
and repeaters, which a llow contact 
between district offices, mobile to 
office, and mobile to mobile. Operat-
ing expenses totaled $36,095.26. 
While this was 227% higher than the 
$15,893.51 for 1994, it covered the 
cost of tower removal, rental, repair 
and replacement of radios, scanners, 
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There were 17 6 wildlife violations 
detected. Violations were filed on 7 4, 
with warnings written on 96. Six were 
referred for investigation, and addi-
tional charges were pending in Colo-
rado. The 87 wildlife siezed ranged 
from elk to chucker and fish to feath-
ers. There were 1,035 sportsmen's 
surveys collected. The 107 non-wild-
life violations ranged from illegal 
aliens (75) to possession of drugs; 77 
canine searches were conducted, and 
12 vehicles were siezed by the INS. 
The 1-80 wildlife road check cost 
the Commission about $10,500 for 
lodging, meals, supplies, etc., but 
resulted in $20,860 in liquidated 
damages deposited to the Game 
Fund. Fines totaled $8,045 for wild-
life violations. 
The check ran around the clock 
from 8 a.m. October 25 until 2 p.m. 
on October 27. In additon to sports-
men, thousands of the travelers were 
exposed to a major wildlife law en-
forcement operation. Many positive 
comments were received from sports-
men and public regarding the check, 
with very few complaints (13). Those 
contacted at the check represented 
43 states and Canada, with 26 un-
identified. 
Mandatory Road Checks 
Conservation officers manned five 
mandatory road checks that resulted 
in 1,386 vehicles checked with 50 
arrests made. 
OFFICER ACTIVITIES 
HUNT CHECK 
Communications System 
The statewide radio communica-
tions system is a network of bases 
and repeaters, which allow contact 
between district offices, mobile to 
office, and mobile to mobile. Operat-
ing expenses totaled $36,095.26. 
While this was 227% higher than the 
$15,893.51 for 1994, it covered the 
cost of tower removal, rental, repair 
and replacement of radios, scanners, 
lights and other equipment. These 
expenses do not include costs to 
other divisions for operation, mainte-
nance or replacement of mobile or 
portable radios. 
Operation Game Thief 
During its 14th year, calls to the 
toll-free Operation Game Thief hot-
line resulted in 65 investigations with 
33 arrests made in 18 cases. Fines 
and costs of $3,912 were assessed, 
plus liquidated damages of $12,210. 
Fines and liquidated damages are 
pending in one case. Wildlife invol-
ved included: 24 deer, 2 turkeys, 2 
COMP.CHECK 
geese, 4 ducks, 3 squirrels and 3 
crappie. The Nebraska Wildlife Pro-
tectors Association paid rewards in 
13 cases, totaling $1,900. 
The Operation Game Thief hotline 
operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. On Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., calls are answered 
by Law Enforcement Division, after 
hours and on weekends, dispatchers 
from the Nebraska State Patrol take 
calls and relay information to the 
appropriate conservation officer. 
The program coordinator attend-
ed the OGT conference in Colorado, 
which included 32 state coordinators 
and one from Canada. Problems and 
solutions of fund-raising and promo-
tion were priority agenda items, 
along with maintaining confidentiality 
of informants. North American Wild-
life Safeguard, which operated a 
national "report poaching" hotline, 
hosted the conference for the third 
year. 
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O P E R A T I O N S  &  C O N S T R U C T I O N  
O p e r a t i o n s  a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
p r o v i d e s  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  t o  
m a n a g e ,  r e p a i r ,  a n d  b u i l d  f a c i l i t i e s  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p e r -
s o n n e l  c a p  o n  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  t h r e e  
f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n s  r e m a i n e d  v a c a n t ,  
w h i c h  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r s o n n e l  d e -
m a n d s  f o r  f i r s t - y e a r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
c a m p i n g  f e e s  a t  u n m a n n e d  a r e a s ,  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  2 0 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
m a i n t e n a n c e .  
I n  A u g u s t ,  d r e d g i n g  b e g a n  a t  
C a r t e r  P .  J o h n s o n  L a k e  a t  F o r t  R o b -
i n s o n  S t a t e  P a r k .  R o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  
p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  
a n d  b o t h  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  
d r e d g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  s h o r t h a n d e d  
u n t i l  m o r e  p e r s o n n e l  c a n  b e  h i r e d .  
I n  1 9 9 5 ,  $ 5 1 8 , 0 0 0  w a s  s p e n t  o n  
p a y r o l l  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  s e a s o n a l  
e m p l o y e e s .  I t  i s  b e c o m i n g  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f i n d  a n d  h i r e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  f o r  
s e a s o n a l  c r e w s ,  a n d  i t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  
t i m e  t o  t r a i n  n e w  a n d  u n s k i l l e d  e m -
p l o y e e s .  T h i s  p r o b l e m  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  
p r i o r i t y  a s  w e  w o r k  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n  
e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t  w o r k  f o r c e .  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  &  E q u i p m e n t  
T h e  d i v i s i o n  p r o v i d e d  a  w i d e  
v a r i e t y  o f  e q u i p m e n t  t o  a r e a  s u p e r i n -
N e w  b o a t  d o c k s  a t  L e w i s  &  C l a r k  S R A .  
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t e n d e n t s  f o r  t e m p o r a t i o n  u s e ,  s u c h  a s  
t r u c k s ,  t r e e  s p a d e s ,  a i r  c o m p r e s s o r s ,  
w a t e r  p u m p s ,  s t u m p  c u t t e r s ,  t r a c t o r s ,  
a n d  l o a d e r s .  
B u l k  p u r c h a s e s  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  
s u p p l i e s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  L i n c o l n  
O p e r a t i o n s  S h o p ,  i n v e n t o r i e d  a n d  
t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
p a r k  s y s t e m .  
G a s o l i n e  a n d  d i e s e l  f u e l  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a g e n c y  v e h i c l e s  f r o m  
t h e  p u m p s  l o c a t e d  a t  N Y "  S t r e e t .  I n  
1 9 9 5 ,  C o m m i s s i o n  v e h i c l e s  r e c e i v e d  
3 7 , 5 0 3  g a l l o n s  o f  g a s o h o l ;  1 4 , 9 2 5  
g a l l o n s  o f  d i e s e l ;  9 5  q u a r t s  o f  o i l ,  
a n d  1 2 6  g a l l o n s  o f  a n t i f r e e z e .  A v e r -
a g e  c o s t  w a s  9 7 . 2 ¢  p e r  g a l l o n  f o r  
g a s o h o l  a n d  6 6 . 1  ¢  f o r  d i e s e l .  
E q u i p m e n t  p u r c h a s e s  i n c l u d e d :  a  
h y d r a u l i c  e x c a v a t o r ,  t r u c k / t r a c t o r  
w i t h  t r i p l e  a x l e  t r a i l e r ,  m o t o r  g r a d e r ,  
l o a d e r ,  R o m e  d i s c ,  r o t a r y  s h r e d d e r ,  
c e m e n t  m i x e r ,  1 - t o n  c r e w  w a g o n ,  1 -
t o n  4 x 4  p i c k u p ,  t w o  ½ - t o n  p i c k u p s ,  
F o r d  T a u r u s ,  t h r e e  m o b i l e  r a d i o s ,  
c o m p u t e r  a n d  p r i n t e r .  
P r o j e c t  L o c a t i o n s  
O & C  w o r k e d  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
p r o j e c t s  f r o m  r e l o c a t i n g  d i s p l a y s  a t  
A k - S a r - B e n  A q u a r i u m  t o  r e m o v i n g  
s p r i n g  f l o o d  d e b r i s  a l o n g  t h e  C o w -
b o y  T r a i l  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c c e s s  
r o a d s  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a t  v a r i o u s  
a r e a s .  
W o r k  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  d u r i n g  1 9 9 5 :  A k - S a r -
B e n  A q u a r i u m ,  A r c a d i a  D i v e r s i o n  
D a m ,  B r a n c h e d  O a k  S R A ,  B u f f a l o  B i l l  
R a n c h  S H P ,  C a l a m u s  R e s e r v o i r ,  
C h a d r o n  S t a t e  P a r k ,  C o w b o y  T r a i l ,  
D e a d  T i m b e r  S R A ,  S t a t e  F a i r  e x h i b i t  
a r e a ,  F o r t  A t k i n s o n  S H P ,  F o r t  R o b i n -
s o n  S t a t e  P a r k ,  F r e m o n t  S R A ,  l & E  
O m a h a  o f f i c e  a n d  p r i n t  s h o p / m a i l -
r o o m ,  I n d i a n  C a v e  S t a t e  P a r k ,  K e l l e r  
P a r k ,  L a k e  M c C o n a u g h y ,  L e w i s  &  
C l a r k  L a k e ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  E u g e n e  T .  
M a h o n e y  S t a t e  P a r k ,  M e d i c i n e  C r e e k  
L a k e ,  M e m p h i s  L a k e ,  
N i o b r a r a  S t a t e  P a r k ,  N o r t h  P l a t t e  
H a t c h e r y ,  P a r k s  o f f i c e ,  P a w n e e  L a k e ,  
R e d  W i l l o w  L a k e ,  R i v e r v i e w  M a r i n a ,  
S c h r a m m  P a r k  S R A ,  S h e r m a n  R e s e r -
v o i r ,  S w a n s o n  R e s e r v o i r ,  T w i n  L a k e s  
( R o c k  C o u n t y ) ,  T w o  R i v e r s ,  V a l e n t i n e  
H a t c h e r y ,  V e r d o n  L a k e ,  W i l d c a t  
H i l l s ,  W i l d l i f e  D i v i s i o n  o f f i c e  a r e a ,  
a n d  W i n d m i l l  S R A .  
M a r i n a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  W e i g a n d  a r e a  a t  L e w i s  &  C l a r k  L a k e .  
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
On July 1, the Outdoor Education 
Division was reorganized to include 
Aquatic Education, including the Ak-
Sar-Ben Aquarium; Project WILD, 
Hunter Education, Boater Education 
and a new area of Volunteer 
Services. 
MostO.E. activities are headquar-
tered at the Nebraska Outdoor 
Education Center, housed at Ak-Sar-
Ben Aquarium near Gretna. Boater 
Education and Project WILD continue 
to be based in Lincoln. Offices at the 
Aquarium were remodel ed to accom-
modate the changes. 
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium 
In 1995, the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium 
was opened for 307 days and ac-
commodated about 60,000 visitors . 
Income was $106,980.83. 
SOURCES OF AQUARIUM INCOME 
Admissions $ 14, 095 .00 
Permits 82,783.00 
Souvenirs 5,648.06 
Books & other 2,474.87 
l&E Items 
Fish Food 1,978.90 
TOTAL $ 106,979.83 
There are 52 species of fish on 
display, and the 300 specimens also 
included turtles, crayfish, salaman-
ders and mussels. Fish were again 
provided for the State Fair exhibit, 
and goldfish and koi were provided 
for the ornamental fish pond at Ar-
bor Lodge. 
Displays at the Nature Center in-
cluded the Outdoor Writers of Amer-
ica photo exhibit and youth Traveling 
Exhibit of the Commission's Habitat 
Stamp Art Contest. 
In 1995, staff activities included 
routine disease management, techni-
cal assistance on lake management 
and private fish culture, media con-
tacts, workshops and tours. Tour 
reservations were made by 342 
groups, representing 15,092 people 
(12,724 students and 2,368 adults), 
most of whom visited both the Aqua-
rium and Schramm Park State Recre-
ation Area. 
The Aquarium offered a number 
of workshops in .1995. Fly tying and 
fly fishing were the most popular. 
More than 1,600 students attended 
the two-day "Water Works" meet-
ings to learn about wise use of water 
resources. The Aquarium hosted 
monthly bird banding and nature 
hikes, and a nature photography 
club was organized to undertake 
projects beneficial to the Aquarium 
and recreation area. 
The Aquarium has obtained a 
pe rmit to handle, hold, transport a nd 
medicate endangered pallid stur-
geon. Master Angler fish verified 
included largemouth bass, channel 
catfish, yellow bass and the state 
record bighead carp. Deer checked 
for the various seasons included: 
archery, 144; firearm, 384, and 
muzzleloader, 52. Road-killed deer 
were picked up and destroyed or 
tagged for private individuals to 
comply with law. 
Volunteer Services 
With reorganization of Outdoor 
Education, a new Volunteer Services 
area was added. Volunteer Services 
coordinated the 4th annual "Becom-
ing an Outdoors-Woman" workshop 
(104 atttendees). The national Out-
doors-Woman conference was at-
tended. Other activities included: 
• Developed a brochure to help 
recruit volunteers for Aquatic 
Education, Boater Education, 
Hunter Education and Pr ject 
WILD programs. 
• Directed a pilot youth archery 
deer hunt for five bowhunters 
certified in Bowhunter Education 
during the year, who were ac-
companied by five instructors 
• Developed a proposal for small 
game youth hunts. Goals of the 
youth hunt include providing 
hands-on experience and guid-
ance for Hunter Education gradu-
ates under 16 years of age and 
partnering with the community to 
support outdoor recreation and 
life-long interests in hunting. 
• Attended Iowa's "Outdoor Jour-
ney for Girls," to gather informa-
tion on developing a similar pro-
gram in Nebraska. It will teach 
general outdoor skills and aquatic 
and hunter education to about 
140 girls age 12 to 15 each year. 
Hunter Education 
Firearm Hunter Education volun-
teer instructors certified 6,048 stu-
dents in 346 classes in 1995, bringing 
to 160,044 the total number of stu-
dents certified since the inception of 
the program in 1972. 
There were 119 new instructors 
certified at 11 workshops across the 
state. Firearm hunter education class-
es averaged 11. 9 hours. · 
This was the third year of manda-
tory Bowhunter Education, and 997 
students were certified in 105 classes 
by 309 instructors. Since becoming 
mandatory, 2, 991 students have 
been certified - 69% of the 4,294 
total students certified since the pro-
gram's inception in 1977. There were 
48 new instructors certified in 1995. 
The Master Bowhunter Education 
Instructor program was initiated in 
1995 with cooperation from the 
Nebraska Bowhunter' s Association. 
The 11 Master Instructors certified 
assist with certification of Bowhunter 
Instructors. The Master Instructors, 
located across the state, also will 
serve as a resource to Bowhunter 
Instructors. 
In July, Hunter Education began 
charging $5 to replace lost or de-
stroyed student cards and realized 
more than $3,600 in revenue. 
More than 500 Junior and Senior 
High School shooters attended the 
26th annual Cornhusker Trapshoot at 
Doniphan. The Nebraska High 
School Championship Smallbore 
Silhouette Shoot at the Pressey WMA 
drew 84 shooters despite inclement 
weather. 
This was the fourth year in a row 
for zero hunting fatalities in Nebras-
ka! And, the non-fatal accident rate 
was 4.83 accidents per 100,000 
hunters, lower than the national 
average of 7.4. Comparison with the 
national average of football acci-
dents (3,411 per 100,000 players) 
shows that hunting is safe and getting 
safer. 
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Aquatic Education 
The Aquatic Education Program is 
in its 10th year of promoting water 
and fisheries education and provid-
ing materials to anglers and teachers 
across the state. In 1995, 423 certi-
fied volunteer fishing instructors 
taught 115 courses to 6,254 youth 
and adults, logging 7,105 prepara-
tion and instruction hours. An instruc-
tor recognition program was initiated 
in 1995. 
Currently, 788 Nebraska teachers 
are enrolled in the AE program and 
submitted 315 requests for materials 
in 1995. Considerable time was spent 
at clinics and workshops to increase 
educator and public awareness of 
the AE program, which is now pre-
sented at every college and universi-
ty in the state that offers curriculum 
leading to a teaching certificate. 
Boater Education 
As part of the reoganization of 
the OE division, Boater Education 
was transferred from the Law En-
forcement Division, which continues 
enforcement duties. 
The Boating Law Administrator 
budgets for federal assistance grants 
through the U.S. Coast Guard, keeps 
accident records, conducts education-
al programs, coordinates with volun-
teer groups, works with other agen-
cies and recommends new legislation 
and changes to current laws. Federal 
Boat Safety Funds are used for oper-
ations, salaries, supplies for the mo-
torboat registration program and the 
purchase of navigation aids and 
educational material. 
Boating fatalities are decreasing 
each year despite a continued 
growth in the number of registered 
motorboats. However, increases 
were seen in every other accident 
category. The 36 accidents reported 
involved 1 fatality, 25 injuries, and 
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BOATING ACCIDENT STATISTICS 
$114,820.00 in property damage. 
Compared with 1994 figures, that is 
a 14% increase in accidents (from 
31 ), 12% rise in injuries (from 22) 
and 55% jump in property damage 
(from $51, 150). These increases may 
be attributed in part to the additional 
2,300 registered motorboats and the 
fact that more boating trips were 
taken late in the season due to a cool 
and wet spring. 
Of the 53 boats involved in the 36 
reported accidents, 25 were personal 
watercraft (PWCs). In the past two 
years, nearly 50% of all reported 
accidents involved PWCs. In attempt 
to reduce these alarming numbers, 
the Commission is producing a video-
tape to be sent to all registered PWC 
owners. A handout ca lled "Boating 
Basics for Personal Watercraft" also 
will be distributed. 
The Boater Education program 
was administered with assistance 
from other Commission staff, and 
classes were taught by conservation 
officers, public school teachers and 
volunteers. Most students received 
Boater Education through a home 
study course called "Nebraska Boat-
ing Basics" by Outdoor Empire Inc. 
More than 2,000 requests for the 
boating course were received in 
1995, although not nearly that many 
boaters completed certification. Boat-
er Education issued 34 marine regat-
ta permits, compared to 38 in 1994. 
Nebraskans received the latest boat-
ing safety information through public 
service media coverage. 
f PARKS 
The 88 state park areas across the 
state offer a variety of outdoor recre-
ation opportunities, and the goal of 
the division is to protect the resource, 
while providing quality outdoor ex-
periences for park users today and in 
the future. 
Some parks offer modern camp-
grounds, cabins, swimming pools and 
trail rides, while at others visitors 
may enjoy the cultural interpretation 
of a historic site. Still other opportuni-
ties include such things as boating 
and fishing at Nebraska's many 
lakes, primitive camping in the Pine 
Ridge and backpacking along the 
Missouri River. 
Nebraska's park areas are man-
aged by four categories: 
(1) State Parks - Public use 
areas of significant scenic, scien-
tific and/or historical values and 
of sufficient size to allow ade-
quate development without in-
fringing on the primary values; 
(2) State Recreation Areas -
Possess resource values primarily 
associated with active outdoor 
recreation pursuits, day-use 
activities and camping. All the 
state's major water-oriented 
areas fa ll in this classification; 
(3) State Historical Parks -
Sites that have notable historical 
significance. 
(4) State Recreation Trails -
Linear corridors of statewide or 
regional significance for non-mo-
torized recreational use; may be 
equipped with amenities and 
support facilities appropriate to 
their intended use. 
Park Planning 
Park planning is an effort to solve 
particular park design problems 
through preparation of graphic de-
signs, descriptive narratives and 
preliminary cost estimates for various 
park developments. 
In 1995, planning work was per-
formed for Ponca and Smith Fa ll s 
state parks, Dead Timber, Schramm, 
Fremont, Merritt, Cottonwood and 
Lewis & Clark state recreation areas. 
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Areas Quantity 
State Parks 8 
Recreation Areas 68 
Historical Parks 11 
Recreation Trails 1 
TOTALS 88 
A major effort was the planning 
and development for establishment 
of the "Cowboy Trail" as the newest 
unit of the State Park System. Part-
nership agreements with the Rails to 
Trails Conservancy, the Department 
of Roads and the Federal Highway 
Commission provided funding for the 
longest railbanked hike/bike trail in 
the nation. Work was begun on the 
trai ls master plan, decking and hand-
railing of bridges, and trail surfacing · 
projects. 
Sign Shop 
The sign shop handled a variety 
of signs and displays from routed 
signs for Dead Timber, Smith Fa ll s 
and the Omaha office, to si lk-
screened decals and sandblasted 
Pony Express logos for Rock Creek 
Station. Complete signing programs 
were done for Lewis & Clark and 
Lake McConaughy camping areas. 
Other signs were done for Hunter 
Education and the Pressey si lhouette 
shoot. New signs were made for the 
26 rec areas added as fee sites. 
Snowmobile Trail Cash Fund 
In 1981, the Commission estab-
lished a Snowmobile Land Leasing 
program using the Snowmobile Trail 
Cash Fund to provide additional 
lands for public snowmobiling to 
supplement those trails established on 
state recreation areas. The land-
leasing program is administered in 
cooperation with the Nebraska State 
Snowmobile Association (NSSA). Af-
fi liated clubs initiate contact with 
landowners for proposed land sites. 
Applications for lease sites are then 
reviewed by the Snowmobile Adviso-
ry Board. Their recommendations 
then go to the Commission for action. 
Water or 
Marsh 
88 
66,913 
0 
0 
67,001 
Land 
Acres 
29,844 
34,223 
2,387 
3,893 
70,347 
Total 
Acreage 
29,932 
101,136 
2,387 
3,893 
137,348 
Private lands are leased for the 
period December 1 through April 30. 
Current rates have been established 
at a maximum of $2 per acre or 
$1 00 per corridor mile trail 100 feet 
wide. For winter 1995-96, 2,855 
acres were leased for $2,775. 
Horticulture & Landscape 
"To promote the planting and 
proper care of trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers in landscapes of Nebras-
ka State Park System," is the mission 
of the Park Horticulture and Land-
scape Program. 
The staff began learning a new 
computer/program for landscape 
design, drafting and other projects. 
A major project for the year was 
landscaping the new Wildcat Hil ls 
Nature Center. Low-maintenance 
bufflograss was sown, along with 
other native grasses and wi ldflowers. 
Other activities included projects 
at Smith Falls, Mahoney, Chadron, 
Mormon Island, Willow Creek, Dead 
Timber, Lake McConaughy, and 
Schramm/Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium. 
Numerous small landscape projects 
for various park areas and imple-
mented by the area superintendents. 
Nursery-produced materia ls distribut-
ed included: 1,500 shade trees 
grown in root bags, 1,200 landscape 
grade shrubs, and 1,200 shade tree 
seedlings grown in containers. 
Significatn progress was made 
with the wildflower and native grass 
landscaping program. The new 6-
foot, no-till, native grass and wild-
flower dril ls speeded up seeding. 
There were 92 acres planted on 12 
areas. Since inception of the pro-
gram in 1990, 187 acres have been 
planted. 
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Personnel 
Park's Administration, Horticul-
ture, Landscape and Sign Shop have 
a staff of 15 permanent and 11 
seasonal employees. The 88 park 
areas are maintained by a perma-
nent staff of 125 people. 
There are 49 park and recreation 
areas with resident staff, using 99 
permanent field positions. Staffed 
areas also maintain eight satellite 
areas. The remaining 21 field posi-
tions are assigned to other recreation 
areas and park maintenance crews 
to maintain the remaining 30 unman-
ned areas . Some 763 temporary 
seasonal employees assisted the 
permanent parks' staff during the 
main recreation season . Several 
locations use volunteers from local 
groups, military units and camp-
ground hosts in addition to seasonal 
employees. Green Thumb and AARP 
volunteers assisted at several areas. 
Park personnel also assist with 
maintenance on 21 Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas, walleye egg harvesting, 
deer check stations, tours, sports 
shows and law enforcement. 
Operations & Maintenance 
State Park and Recreation areas 
are administered under two separate 
programs. Program 549 provides 
funding for administration, operation 
and maintenance of Parks, Historical . 
Parks, Recreation Areas, and Recre-
ation Trails offering improved facili-
ties and resident management and 
maintenance personnel. Program 
617-09 funds park crews to maintain 
the system's lesser developed, un-
manned areas and the Operations 
Division which plays a supporting 
role to all park crews when mainte-
nance and construction projects 
exceed the capabilities of park crews 
{see charts on next page). 
Events 
The new Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center was dedicated on October 
11. Some 250 dignitaries and inter-
ested spectators attended and heard 
an address by Governor Ben Nelson . 
The center opened to limited use until 
displays could be completed and 
furnishing obtained. 
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Program Area Park Cash Federal 
900 Park Areas - General $ 140,000 $ 240,000 
967 Eugene T. Mahoney SP 330,000 
967 Fort Robinson SP 100,000 
967 Platte River SP 65,000 
968 Buffalo Bill Ranch SHP 30,000 
968 Champion Mill SHP 17,000 
969 Buffalo Bill Ranch SHP 200,000 
969 Fremont SRA 200,000 
969 Johnson Lake SRA 100,000 
969 Lake McConaughy SRA 200,000 
969 Lewis & Clark Lake SRA 100,000 100,000 
969 Lake Ogallala SRA 38,000 
975 Emergency Facility Repair 60,000 
TOTAL $ 1,580,000 $ 340,000 
•·• 
.... >., 
... 
·• . 309 Projects 
· Many park structure renovations are done throughthe'' Building 
•· 
.· Renewal Progralll . .. ·· 
Arbor Lodge State Historical Park $ 20,500 
Fremont State Recreation Area 95,500 
Indian Cave State Park 96,800 
Louisville State Recreation Area 1,000 
Platte River State Park 76,600 
Ponca State Park 4,500 
Schramm Park State Recreation Area 1,000 
Two Rivers State Recreation Area 6,000 
Windmill State Recreation Area 4,800 
TOTAL $ 306,200 
Region Number Manned Unmanned Permanent Temporary 
of Areas Areas Areas Positions Positions 
Northwest 20 10 10 22 179 
Central 48 23 25 43 196 
Eastern 20 16 4 60 388 
Total 88 49 39 125 763 
The Board of Commissioners ap-
proved a new $3 primitive camping 
fee to be implemented in 1996 at 
Arnold, Bowman Lake, Box Butte, 
Bridgeport, Buffalo Bill, Champion 
Lake, Cheyenne, Cottonwood Lake, 
Gallagher Canyon, Hord Lake, Lake 
Maloney, Merritt, Oliver, Pibel Lake, 
Ravenna, Rockford Lake, Sherman, 
Sutherland, Union Pacific, Verdon 
Lake, Walgren Lake, War Axe, 
Wildcat Hills, and portions of Medi-
cine Creek, Red Willow and Swanson 
stat rec areas. 
CBS had a film crew at Smith Falls 
for a segment with Roger Welsch on 
their "Sunday Morning" show. Al-
though Dead Timber SRA flooded 
again in the spring, it opened after 
being closed more than a year. Dam-
age repaired included rerouting the 
entrance road and relocating the 
campground. The county road cross-
ing at Gracie Creek was washed out, 
and the Bureau of Reclamation is 
assisting with repairs. 
Several segments of state roads in 
the Niobrara State Park area had to 
be raised due to proposed increases 
in water releases from Fort Randall 
Dam. Two cabins were closed and 
moved due to sluffing hillsides. 
The addition to Peter Kiewit Lodge 
at Eugene T. Mahoney State Park 
was completed with a $1 ½ million 
donation, and a second water slide 
was installed. Lakes 1 & 2 at Alexan-
dria SRA were drained in prepara-
tion for dredging in 1996 to obtain 
sufficient depth to maintain a year-
round fishery. 
Recreation road projects included 
interior roads at Fort Kearny SH P 
and Fremont SRA and exterior pro-
jects from Mahoney Park to South 
Bend and access at Ashfall Fossil 
Beds SHP. 
A coin-operated shower opened 
at Lake McConaughy, and new elec-
trical hookups were installed at River-
view Marina. A marine fuel pumping 
station was installed, the main boat 
ramp renovated and a new shop 
built at the Weigand area at Lewis & 
Clark Lake. 
Visitations 
Accurate counts of park visitors 
are difficult to obtain. Most areas 
have multiple entrances and nearly 
half of the park a'nd recreation areas 
are unmanned. There are 53 report-
ing areas in the system that contrib-
ute most of the visitor totals. Some 33 
areas are credited with conservative 
lump-sum visitor estimates. One area 
was closed to public access for devel-
opment during this reporting period. 
The tables show lodging and camp-
ing reports and of area visitation 
with average annual visits. 
Income 
Camping, lodging, swimming and 
trail rides are typical activities for 
which fees are charged. Other park 
income is derived from restaurant 
and concession sales, leases for cabin 
sites, conservation practices, shelter 
rentals and private concession leases. 
Monies generated from these sources 
are returned to the Park Cash Fund 
to help support park programs. 
Park areas also sell hunting and 
fishing permits, habitat stamps, trout 
stamps, publications and other items 
purchased for resale. Income from 
these activities are deposited to their 
respective funds. Certain goods, 
services and facilities are subject to 
applicable sales tax, state lodging 
tax and county lodging tax. 
Park cash income is also received 
through Lincoln, Omaha and district 
offices, Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium and 
private permit vendors. After deduct-
ing liability accounts of $29, 144, 
Park Cash income from all sources 
totaled $10,648,092. 
Programs 549 and 61 7 
... . . .. . . .. , ..... ·.. , .... · . , ... . 
.... ........... ··.·.·.· ·.· .. / FYJ 994--~? Budget .t\l.J~bc:frijy . 
APPROPRIATION PROGRAM 549 PROGRAM 617 
General Fund 4,383,265 1,676,741 
Cash Fund 7,034,848 1,788,177 
TOTAL $11,393,113 $ 3,464,918 
I> ·····••••·· .•.•.. ·.· .•.••••.. ·.···•• ··••••• j:y·19s5"s$ sodgefl\u1$0iiJv t. . .. >···•i t 
General Fund $ 4,441,791 $ 1,748, 1 55 
Cash Fund 7,861,694 1,876,374 
TOTAL $ 12,303,485 $ 3,624,529 
. 
. 
PERSONAL SERVICES 
Permanent 
Temporary 
Benefits 
.. ·. 
. . .. 
OTHER EXPENDITURES 
Operating Expenses 
and Supplies 
Travel 
Equipment 
PROGRAM 549 PROGRAM 617 
$ 3,024,251 $ 1,075,015 
2,372,135 577,057 
1,048,665 351,288 
4,220,226 1,066,135 
20,707 55,737 
643,754 193,823 
., . .. . ......... · .. '' ..... ·.· ... ·.,·, .. ·.. . .. . . .... ··. . . 
... ••• sus,Tb$At.•• %.·.>•••>••••($3/95•2;253 · <•••·\)$h)363,42•s ·. 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $ 11,320,738 $ 3,319,055 
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VISITATION 
ARBOR LODGE SHP 
ASHFALL SHP 
ASH HOLLOW SHP 
BLUESTEM S RA 
BOWRING RANCH SHP 
BOX BUTTE SRA 
BRANCHED OAK SRA 
BRIDGEPORT S RA 
BUFFALO BILL SHP 
CALAMUS SRA 
CHADRON SP 
CHAMPION MILL SHP 
CONESTOGA SRA 
DEAD TIMBER SRA 
ENDERS SRA 
EUGENE T. MAHONEY SP 
FORT ATKINSON SHP 
FORT HARTSUFF SHP 
FORT KEARNY SHP 
FORT KEARNY SRA 
FORT ROBINSON SP 
FREMONT SRA 
INDIAN CAVE SP 
JOHNSON LAKE SRA 
LAKE MALONEY SRA 
LAKE MCCONAUGHY SRA 
LAKE MINATARE SRA 
LEWIS & CLARK SRA 
LOUISVILLE SRA 
MEDICINE CREEK SRA 
MERRITT SRA 
MORMON ISLAND SRA 
NIOBRARA SP 
OLIVE CREEK SRA 
OLIVER RES SRA 
PAWNEE SRA 
PLATTE RIVER SP 
PONCA SP 
RED WILLOW SRA 
ROCK CREEK STATION SHP 
SCHRAMM SRA 
SHERMAN SRA 
SMITH FALLS SP 
STAG ECOACH SRA 
SUMMIT SRA 
SUTH ERLAND SRA 
SWANSON SRA 
TWO RIVERS SRA 
VICTORIA SPRINGS SRA 
WAGON TRAIN SRA 
WILDCAT HILLS SRA 
WILLOW CREEK SRA 
WINDMILL SRA 
34 UNMANNED AREAS 
MONTHLY TOTAL 
JAN FEB 
500 500 
658 731 
300 500 
931 1034 
0 0 
1615 1794 
18531 20579 
2700 750 
0 45 
3500 3850 
3000 3100 
450 450 
2633 2924 
50 100 
868 1470 
48038 45150 
845 1050 
30 100 
155 300 
110 300 
1500 1500 
20100 25300 
1281 2457 
2200 2600 
1050 1050 
3532 9932 
1765 5340 
596 917 
750 1020 
525 612 
1985 1751 
7500 5500 
1100 950 
551 612 
200 120 
11453 12719 
3152 2231 
1050 1200 
84 150 
210 203 
1520 1688 
2100 1225 
0 0 
409 454 
1000 1000 
1925 2012 
800 1600 
3500 8000 
50 100 
722 802 
2500 1250 
4200 3500 
750 700 
6460 7174 
171434 190395 
MAR APR MAY JUNE 
1000 15000 20000 20000 
1008 1718 3677 6036 
1200 1200 3500 7000 
1426 2430 5204 8541 
0 12 200 800 
2474 4216 9027 14816 
28381 48375 103577 169995 
1250 1500 1044 2550 
100 502 3044 7029 
4900 6650 17500 50400 
3400 11250 13322 17325 
500 600 1800 2600 
4033 6875 14719 24158 
100 400 500 500 
1628 1890 6387 10413 
44625 60375 78085 109900 
1475 2800 5500 6200 
250 500 2300 5500 
4500 4985 8050 12400 
1750 5800 11900 26050 
1500 26746 14656 78938 
40100 41600 101300 110500 
6353 3517 22043 18960 
3400 30000 54000 42000 
1575 12250 36750 63000 
13504 10276 50835 74515 
6012 1225 5170 17982 
3504 5166 13411 19432 
1320 930 18600 58500 
700 1785 3867 8400 
1401 1046 12793 28739 
6000 6000 25000 64000 
1800 1585 9230 24550 
844 1438 3080 5055 
350 1200 1256 3100 
17541 29899 64017 105068 
5347 6278 6431 31395 
2980 8500 18500 55400 
1434 1500 2975 4375 
700 5502 4690 6650 
2328 3968 8496 13944 
2450 3850 24500 7700 
0 0 1142 6679 
626 1066 2283 3747 
1500 2500 5000 15000 
2100 5950 28000 38500 
1820 2400 6500 8600 
10060 23628 33020 43984 
200 350 1500 11000 
1106 1885 4036 6623 
1100 1700 1350 1800 
7700 8750 22750 25025 
1000 1400 5600 8400 
9894 16864 36108 59262 
262248 447832 958226 1573035 
JULY AUGUST SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 
20000 21000 27000 50000 500 500 176000 
6898 6178 3861 2251 966 648 34628 
6800 7300 4200 2000 1400 700 36100 
9761 8742 5464 3185 1367 916 49000 
810 659 75 0 0 0 2556 
16932 15164 9478 5525 2372 1590 85000 
194280 173994 108746 63395 27211 18238 975300 
3500 3900 1300 700 1100 635 20929 
8514 6229 2872 746 0 0 29081 
52500 33425 30625 8750 5250 3850 221200 
40430 69153 34342 10500 11000 3000 219822 
3000 2400 1200 550 450 450 14450 
27609 24726 15454 9009 3867 2592 138600 
1000 7000 2000 1500 200 500 13850 
13370 5250 6566 1085 1470 1302 51699 
121153 120698 82163 73500 49175 45500 878362 
7250 6550 7550 8625 1450 725 50020 
6500 4000 4750 1800 300 200 26230 
13500 12600 2900 825 100 825 61140 
15600 38000 13860 1100 170 130 114770 
108320 81049 18873 12211 14566 365 360224 
130300 121000 99325 79300 15000 12300 796125 
18136 17451 24927 33166 3437 2100 153828 
81000 64000 12300 5400 3000 100 300000 
16450 8750 4900 6300 2975 1225 156275 
109778 120129 85210 8894 6069 3396 496070 
35966 29965 14766 0 0 80 118271 
14242 19221 3755 4207 4843 1552 90846 
82200 87120 32940 7020 540 750 291690 
15750 9275 5512 2135 5895 2835 57291 
32954 32664 27745 3094 3169 1821 149162 
58000 50000 50000 20000 8000 8000 308000 
22475 22915 15785 8930 4930 1440 115690 
5777 5174 3234 1885 809 542 29000 
4000 3200 1250 775 975 750 17176 
120078 107540 67212 39182 16818 11272 602800 
24735 21722 16262 18207 5820 5456 147036 
52740 39200 16850 14300 2225 1825 214770 
40535 3325 6250 1575 584 175 62962 
6615 4200 6125 4200 1470 350 40915 
15936 14272 8920 5200 2232 1496 80000 
15750 9800 3150 2450 1400 1050 75425 
15555 12245 3808 592 66 0 40087 
4283 3836 2397 1398 600 402 21500 
15000 11000 5000 5000 2000 1000 65000 
11200 3150 3850 4200 5950 3500 110337 
8300 9700 7800 1200 900 450 50070 
38348 24372 29464 15040 9900 9000 248316 
10500 7000 1400 400 350 50 32900 
7570 6779 4237 2470 1060 711 38000 
1167 4050 1700 1700 1000 975 20292 
28000 21000 15750 7500 7000 4200 155375 
8500 7000 3200 1250 600 600 39000 
67728 60656 37910 22100 9486 6358 340000 
1797294 1609726 1006212 586326 252017 168427 9023170 
1995 CABIN RENTALS 
Chadron State Park 826 3,311 11.042 4.01 3.33 
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park 4,095 23,894 75 ,397 5.83 3.16 
Peter Kiewit Lodge (Mahoney) 4,647 20,896 57,683 4.50 2.76 
Fort Robinson State Park 1,532 8,784 32, 112 5.73 3.66 
Fort Robinson Lodge 1,616 4 ,772 14,199 2.95 2.98 
Niobrara State Park 957 4 ,385 12,929 4.58 2.95 
Platte River State Park 3 ,033 14,373 47 ,239 4.74 3.29 
Ponca State Park 487 2,092 7,136 4 .30 3.41 
Two Rivers State Rec Area 365 1,125 5,090 3.08 4.52 
Victoria Springs SRA 91 317 931 3.48 2.94 
TOTAL 17,649 83 ,950 263,758 4.76 3.14 
1995 FEE AREA CAMPGROUND USAGE 
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Crystal Lake 
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Fort Robinson State Park 
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5,583 16,167 3.11 2.90 
28,007 85,677 3 .68 3.06 
13,079 3.07 30,858 2 .36 
12,296 29,190 3.12 2.37 
17 ,076 42,935 2 .66 2.51 
Johnson Lake 5 ,546 18 ,248 6 2,049 3.29 3.40 
Ke ll er Park SRA 535 1,515 3,565 2.83 2.35 
Lake Maloney 984 1,736 4,474 1. 76 2 .58 
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Lake Mcconaughy - primitive 10,789 29,656 82,632 2.75 2 .79 
Lake Minatare 3,250 6,957 18,117 2.14 2.60 
Lake Ogall ala 3,079 9,010 22,250 2 .93 2.47 
Lewis & Clark Lake 2,169 7,425 19 ,855 3.42 2.67 
•· l ong Pine. r······ 
. ····· 
.· 
Louisvill e 8,079 21,977 54,809 2.72 2.49 
Medicine Creek 1,290 4,194 11 ,235 3.25 2.68 
Memphis 1,000 3,081 7.422 3.08 2.41 
Mormon Is land 3 ,577 11,290 26,618 2 .36 
Nihrara Stat~ Park > .. · . . . / > >· .<1;354 · •••••••••.•..•. > A; 1.83•·1• • < 9.4361/• .·.·. 
Oli ve Creek · 333 1,039 2 ,394 3.12 2.30 
Pawnee Lake 4,987 15,490 40,096 3.11 2.59 
Peli can Point 72 180 436 2.50 2.42 
Ponca State Park 2,437 8,358 21,784 3.43 2 .61 
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Rock Creek Station SHP 1,187 2,000 5,030 1 .68 2 .52 
Smith Fall s State Park 919 5,737 15,238 6 .24 2.66 
Stagecoach 329 1,052 2,370 3.20 2.25 
Summit 1,192 4 ,176 10,389 3.50 2.49 
swanson .·. ·.··· .. ······• ············ ? .· .. >. ) 162 I . · · .•••••. t ,968 I > ... ··· -~ ,921 .•........••.•..•.••.•.•.. < 2.:ss / . . .......... : ;50 
Two Rivers 4,387 14,370 36,153 3.28 2.52 
Victoria Springs 764 2 ,219 5,487 2.90 2.47 
Wagon Train 1,448 4,933 11,645 3.41 2.36 
Wi llow Creek 1,598 5,505 13,643 3.44 2.48 
.··•••••n·•?T 
TOTAL 120,890 374,010 982,071 3.09 2.63 
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PLANNING & PROGRAMMING 
Major responsibilities include 
administration of several federal 
grant programs, state trail 
development program, comprehen-
sive planning, special studies, local 
planning review, and strategic plan-
ning on state recreational trails. 
Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 
The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act of 1965, as amended, pro-
vides 50% federal grants-in-aid to 
the states and their political subdivi-
sions for comprehensive planning, 
acquisition and development of pub-
lic outdoor recreation areas. LWCF is 
supported by revenue from off-shore 
petroleum leases. 
Nebraska received $268,063 in 
1995 of which 60% or $160,838 
went to seven political subdivisions 
for local parks. The other 40% or 
$107,225 was allocated to one Com-
mission project. 
Over the past 30 years, the feder-
al government, the state and local 
communities have invested nearly 
$75 million in new and improved 
outdoor recreation facilities under 
this program in Nebraska. 
States are required to conduct on-
site, post completion inspections of all 
LWCF-assisted projects every five 
years to insure they are used for 
public outdoor recreation as stipulat-
ed by law. During 1995, staff con-
ducted 27 4 inspections, referring to 
its nearly 900 files, and submitted 
required reports to the National Park 
Service. 
The Commission is required to 
coordinate any local or Commission 
conversions-in-use (when a project 
sponsor changes the use of a fund-
assisted park, in whole or in part, to 
nonpublic outdoor recreation use). 
Project sponsors must purchase suit-
able replacement land before final 
approval of the conversion/replace-
ment process will be granted by the 
National Park Service. During 1995, 
staff coordinated two conversion/re-
placement projects (Battle Creek and 
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Hall County) and initiated the pro-
cess for one project at Bellevue. 
With Budget & Fiscal and Realty & 
Environmental Services divisions, staff 
coordinates compliance with the 
Single Audit Act of 1984. This in-
volves tracking federal payments to 
political subdivisions and ensuring 
proper payments are included in the 
sponsor's audit report. 
The Game and Parks Commission 
belongs to the National Association 
of State Outdoor Recreation Liaison 
Officers (NASORLO). Staff attended 
the annual meeting in Wisconsin and 
the annual Midwest Regional Grants 
Workshop in Michigan. 
Comprehensive Planning 
The Nebraska State Comprehen-
sive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP) documents ongoing plan-
ning and implementation. Several 
separate programs are incorporated 
either as summaries or by reference 
in the upcoming update. The 1996 
publication will reflect the elimination 
of state L WCF funds by Congress in 
July 1995. This 30-year state pro-
gram provided more than $77 million 
in quality state and community recre-
ation investments (50/50 federal 
match), and was eliminated without 
a vote. Several LWCF project pro-
posals were submitted for 1996 fund-
ing before the rescission was an-
nounced. 
This fund denial may be for only 
one year, and staff will provide a 
shortened version of the federally 
required SCORP, including the State 
Wetlands Plan. Another required 
element is The Nebraska State Trail 
Plan: A Network of Discovery. 
SCORP includes the Nebraska 
Annual Social Indicators Survey 
(NASIS-1995), again administered by 
the UNL Bureau of Sociological 
Research, which monitors changes in 
recreational demand. Preliminary 
results indicate incr·eases in participa-
tion in several major recreational 
activities. At the Nebraska State Fair, 
the public completed surveys of rec-
reation activity and reviewed the 
new NGPC Internet system. 
NGPC completed the Niobrara 
State Park bridge decking and trail 
with $98,245 from the lntermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA), combining the project with 
the FWS decking and railing of an 
angler bridge over the Niobrara 
River. This work and ISTEA funding 
for the additional category of state 
recreational trails (SRT) follow the 
Special Issue 5 [Trails] of the 1991-
1995 SCORP. 
The Legislature added a separate 
designation for the State Parks Sys-
tem called State Recreational Trails 
(SRT) . The NRTFA portion of the 
federal ISTEA Symms money is ad-
ministered by the SCORP planner. 
No funding was approved for two 
years after the initial allocation. 
However, funding was approved in 
October for 1996 and 1997. Staff 
also represents the NGPC on the 
interagency ISTEA Enhancement 
Grant Select Committee. 
Reference to the state trail plan 
within SCORP is required for projects 
to be eligible for both these catego-
ries of federal ISTEA funding. The 
former C&NW Cowboy Line rail-
banked ROW from Norfolk to Merri-
man, given to Nebraska by the Rails-
to-T rails Conservancy (RTC), will be 
named The Cowboy Trail SRT. The 
project is supported by many state 
agencies, namely the DOR, DED and 
several cooperating N RDs. Several 
major ISTEA enhancement grants 
aided development through 1995, 
including historic restoration of the 
O'Neill C&NW Depot and a master 
plan for trail development. Two 
series of public hearings were held . 
The Nebraska Trail Development 
Assistance Act (TDAA) administered 
by planning was funded for fiscal 
years 1995 and 1996 at $50,000 per 
year. The Commission awarded a 
$50,000 matching grant to the Ne-
maha Natural Resources District for 
planning and preliminary work on 
their 21-mile, newly railbanked Bur-
lington Northern right-of-way along 
the Missouri River between Nebraska 
City and Brownville. The proposed 
trail will be called the Steamboat 
Trace Trail. 
Staff attended the National Asso-
ciation of Recreation Resource Plan-
ners annual meeting on tourism 
trends at in Minnesota. Nebraska 
displayed the NGPC's new Internet 
services. The National Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy meeting in Florida, had 
a large interagency representation 
from Nebraska, which showcased the 
321-mile Cowboy Trail, the longest 
rail-trail in the nation. 
Federal Aid to Fish and 
Wildlife Restoration 
The Federal Aid in Wildlife Resto-
ration Act of 1937 and the Federal 
Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act of 
1950 are companion programs to 
provide financial assistance to states 
for restoration activities. Adminis-
tered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Wildlife Program is fund-
ed by an · 11 % excise tax on arms 
and ammunition and a 10% excise 
tax on handguns and archery equip-
ment, while money for the Sport Fish 
Program comes from a 10% excise 
tax on fishing tackle and equipment. 
These federal funds are allocated to 
the states based on land mass and 
the number of hunting and fishing 
permits sold the previous year. 
For 1995 these programs totaled 
about $5. 9 million for Nebraska for 
such projects as fish and wildlife 
surveys and inventories, research, 
land acquisition, development and 
maintenance, technical assistance, 
hunter education training and aquat-
ic resource education. 
When a project is approved, the 
work is performed at state expense, 
with 75% eligible for federal reim-
bursement. Since their inception, 
these programs have contributed 
more than $80 million to sport fish 
and wildlife programs in Nebraska. 
Library 
The agency library continues to 
serve agency needs for information 
and research. The fish and wildlife 
species information library, with ERIC 
CD-ROMs, supplied requested biblio-
graphic and life history information. 
The card catalog was continuously 
updated as new books aJ;ld reprints 
were added to the collection. Con-
tents of journals and new book and 
reprint acquisition lists were sent to 
Game and Parks divisions. Binding of 
items continues as applicable. More 
old soil survey maps were framed for 
preservation. 
In addiiton to daily reference 
questions, more than 250 research 
searches were done through the 
agency library, Nebraska library 
Commission, and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Reference Service. As a 
result of these requests, 122 books 
and 356 journal articles were sup-
plied by the Nebraska Library Com-
mission. This is in addition to items 
retrieved locally for various divisions. 
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REALTY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
The year 1995 saw the creation of 
a new division incorporating Realty, 
Environmental Services and Geo-
graphic Information Systems, and a 
Mission Statement was created to 
reflect the changes. 
The role of the Realty and Envi-
ronmental Services Division is to work 
with other divisions to accomplish 
agency goals. Examples of cooper-
ative efforts include: 
• legal record keeping; 
• prepare appraisals of land of-
fered to the agency; 
• negotiate land acquisitions and 
leases; 
• represent Commission on inter-
agency task forces and planning 
teams; 
• coordinate environmental reviews; 
• provide GIS services to divisions 
as needed. 
Environmental Services 
Commission staff evaluated the 
potential impacts of project proposals 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engine-
ers, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service {formerly Soil Conservation 
Service), Bureau of Reclamation, 
Nebraska Natural Resources Com-
mission and the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Roads. 
The "404" Permit program, ad-
ministered by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, offers the Commission 
{along with other agencies and indi-
viduals) the opportunity to evaluate 
proposed developments affecting 
streams and wetlands. Recommen-
dations to reduce or eliminate ad-
verse effects on fish and wildlife 
habitat are sent to the Corps for their 
consideration in the permit process. 
A major review effort, continuing 
from 1994, involved the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission reli-
censing of hydropower and irrigation 
facilities on the Platte River. This 
included Kingsley Hydro, Lake Mc-
Conaughy and the Central Nebraska 
Public Power and Irrigation District 
{also referred to as Tri-County). In 
conjunction with the relicensing, 
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considerable time was 
spent on the Memoran-
dum of Agreement 
1995 Wildlife Management Area Tracts Acquired 
Area County Acres 
(MOA) with the U.S. Flat Water Landing Pia tte 6.00 
Department of the lnteri- Straight Water Se ward 240.00 
or and the states of Jack Sinn Addition Sa unders 9 .00 
Wyoming, Colorado Bramble Sa unders 93.10 
and Nebraska to address 1-D-ry-C-re_e_k-----1--
the needs of endangered Rose Creek 
Hol t 307.35 
species on the Platte 1----------1--
River. Alexandria Addition 
Jef ferson 380.00 
Jef ferson 394.00 
Many staff hours went Lores Branch 
into the Commission's 
instream flow applica-
Pa wnee 130.16 
TOTAL 1,659.45 
tions on the Platte River and the design stages of wastewater treat-
negotiations with opponents of those ment facilities. 
applications. Meetings and negotia-
tions on both the MOA and instream 
flow applications will continue. 
Nebraska participates in the Mis-
souri River Mitigation Project Steering 
Committee {with representatives from 
three other states) to address envi-
ronmental concerns pertaining to the 
channelized Missouri River from 
Sioux City to St. Louis. The Corps of 
Engineers, with assistance from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the four state conservation agencies, 
have evaluated land/water units that 
have potential for improving habitat 
for fish, migratory waterfowl, fur-
bearers and other wildlife. 
Possible sites for restoration are 
evaluated and ranked within the 
Commission and forwarded to the 
Corps. Chute restoration {flow-
through), dike modifications and 
water-level controls are among fea-
tures under consideration for the 
project. The Corps has begun to 
acquire land from some of these 
projects, and plans are being de-
signed for review. Construction on 
some projects will begin this year. 
Several small watershed projects, 
NRD proposals in several communi-
ties across the state, powerline corri-
dor studies, and airport facility devel-
opment are ongoing activities requir-
ing Game and Parks Commission 
participation. Technical assistance 
was also provided to consulting 
engineering firms during preliminary 
Geographic 
Information Systems 
A new role for the division is to 
provide Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) services to other divi-
sions in the agency. GIS technologies 
will allow analysis of spatial databas-
es maintained by Game and Parks as 
well as traditional mapping functions. 
The G IS section will maintain proper-
ties records . 
Current projects undertaken by 
the GIS include Cowboy Trail map-
ping and Republican River threat-
ened and endangered species and 
land acquisitions mapping. Future 
projects include Sandhills Streams ha-
bitat restoration, Hamburg Bend mit-
igation site work and lake mapping. 
Realty 
Realty continues to be involved in 
land acquisition, appraisals, apprais-
al reviews, lease renewals, payment 
and cancellations, negotiations, 
public hearings and strategic plan-
ning for the agency. 
The Comm1ss1on acquired nine 
tracts of land for wildlife during 
1995, totaling 1,659.45 acres. 
Appraisals & Reviews 
During 1995, staff reviewed one 
Land and Water appraisal and seven 
Fish and Wildlife reviews. One ap-
praisal review was rewritten. During 
1995, 15 appraisals were completed. 
Division staff were heavily invol-
ved in the agency strategic planning 
process. The division administrator 
served on the Steering Committee, 
and the assistant administrator was 
on the Planning Coordination T earn. 
Staff members chaired the follow-
ing Program and Doctrine teams: 
Stewardship, Wildlife Technical Assis-
tance, Big Game, Small Game, Mi-
gratory Game Birds, Furbearers, 
Nongame/fhreatened & Endangered 
Species, Wildlife Management Areas, 
and Private Lands and Other Public 
Lands. 
Cost-saving measures continued, 
and included volunteer services, 
internship programs and cooperative 
agreements with groups such as the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Uni-
versity of Nebraska, NGPC Founda-
tion, The Nature Conservancy and 
Natural Resource Districts. Funding 
received during 1995 included: 
• $60,000 from USFWS for GIS 
equipment 
• About $145,850 for Endangered 
Species Act projects 
• About $5,000 from "Adopt A 
Wildlife Area" program for work 
at WMAs across the state. 
Geographic Information 
System (GIS) 
Wildlife participates in the inter-
divisional GIS working group. A full-
time GIS position has been filled, and 
equipment for the position was fund-
ed by a grant from the USFWS. 
Current division G IS projects in-
clude: Whooping Cranes; Sandhills 
Stream Habitat Restoration; Republi-
can River Biodiversity; Blowout Pen-
stemon I Prairie Fringed Orchid 
Research. 
Technical Section 
This section manages state wildlife 
management areas, conducts wildlife 
field surveys, responds to wildlife 
damage complaints and provides 
recommendations for seasons, limits 
and regulations. 
WMA Land Acquisitions 
The division administrator chairs 
the aquatic and terrestrial habitat 
committee, which reviewed 33 tracts 
for acquisition during 1995. Of these 
tracts, 19 were approved, based on 
criteria deve loped by the committee. 
Land acquisitions are in line with 
budget and goals of the 10-year 
acquisition plan. The Technical Sec-
tion currently manages 146,637 
acres of land and water {leased and 
owned areas), plus lands acquired 
during the year. 
Two major legislative bills that ad-
dressed comprehensive permitting of 
captive wildlife, introduced in 1995, 
were carried over to the 1996 ses-
sion.Technical Section staff provided 
information, specific language and 
advice about the ramifications of 
proposed amendments . 
One of the issues -- big game 
ranching for antlers, meat, hides and 
hunting -- has become a major issue 
throughout North America. Major 
legislation was passed in 1995 allow-
ing the registration, permitting, and 
regulatory control of captive wild 
deer and elk in Nebraska. The Com-
mission must now consult with the 
Department of Agriculture before 
WILDLIFE 
determining that any wildlife species 
is an ecologica l or economic threat. 
The section provides technical 
assistance to property owners experi-
encing damage from wildlife, as well 
as specia l supplies and materials for 
extreme cases of depredation. Partic-
ipation in the Bellevue Task Force 
focused on the high population of 
deer in the Bellevue urban fringe 
area . One will be a special Fonte-
ne lle Forest muzzleloading deer sea-
son in 1996. 
In 1995, he Commission issued 
240 scientific co llecting permits; 843 
pet permits and 450 commercial 
game farm permits; 5 1 permits for 
the export and sa le of amphibians 
and reptiles. 
Disability permits were issued to 
77 hunters, allowing them to use a 
crossbow instead of long bow during 
specified archery seasons. 
There was dramatic increase in 
controlled shooting area activity for 
1995. There were 39 Controlled 
Shooting Area permits issued in 25 
counties . The number of hunter days 
increased 43% over 1994. There 
were also substantial increases in the 
number of pheasant and quail re-
leased and ha rvested. 
Crowds of hunters jammed the lobby and lined the sidewalks at the Lincoln office on 
first day of open application for firearm deer. 
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be allowed to draw down the wet-
land and plant crops (if practical, 
depending on annual climatic condi-
tions). The result would be wetland 
vegetation management conducive to 
spring migrants. 
Wildlife Diversity 
Funding Initiative 
District managers were involved in 
a variety of efforts, including: 
• Promoted WDFI locally with pro-
grams to schools, service clubs, 
conservation and other organi-
zations and through news media. 
• Coordinated a grassroots cam-
paign that resulted in thousands 
of letters sent to major sporting 
goods retailers and congressional 
delegates. 
• Secured local partners' formal 
endorsements . 
Research and Analysis/ 
Inventory Section 
This section provides wildlife re-
search, forensics and species-directed 
program oversight including game, 
nongame, threatened and endan-
gered species and wildlife heritage. 
Forensics 
The genetics and forensic lab, 
which is used only for genetics and 
forensics, relies on funds from the 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Law Enforce-
ment divisions. A second laboratory, 
in the constant temperature room, 
was funded by the Wildlife and Fish-
eries divisions. Funds also were re-
ceived for law enforcement cases 
outside of Nebraska. 
Wildlife lab activities included 
genetic samples and studies on elk, 
deer, swift fox and turkey. Morpho-
logical examination was done to 
identify meningeal worms in deer, 
aging of beaver teeth and sexing of 
ringneck pheasants by leg and thigh 
bones. Genetic analyses were per-
formed for the Fisheries Division on 
Lake McConaughy strains of rainbow 
trout. Walleye and paddlefish also 
were examined. 
Forensic cases for Law Enforce-
ment Division doubled from last year. 
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11 Fingerprinting II of deer and ante-
lope was performed on two cases. 
Mammalian gender identification of 
blood and meat samples are routine. 
Laboratory/Research Specialist, 
David Oates was honored for his 
forensic law enforcement work by the 
International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies. 
Platte River lnstream Flow 
Efforts continue to secure Platte 
River instream flow appropriations in 
five application filed with the Depart-
ment of Water Resources (DWR) in 
November of 1993. Preparations 
were initited for a DWR hearing and 
negotiations were conducted with a 
coalition of opponents. 
Flow requests seek to maintain 
whooping crane roosting and wet 
meadow habitat on the central Platte 
River and to maintain a diverse and 
and healthy aquatic community nec-
essary for the existence of other 
wildlife and fish on the central and 
lower reaches of the Platte. 
Cooperative Conservation 
A total of $6,540 was awarded in 
contracts for 13 nongame species 
conservation projects, with a high of 
$1,000. Projects included eight urban 
wildlife habitat plantings and outdoor 
classrooms at these schools: Aurora 
Middle, Cedar Hollow in Grand Is-
land, Elmwood-Murdock, Ruth Pyrtle 
Elementary in Lincoln, Hartington 
School, Mockingbird Elementary in 
Ralston, St. John the Apostle and St. 
Peters in Lincoln. 
Other projects included education-
al materials on birds for the Eastern 
Nebraska 4-H Camp near Gretna; 
bluebird nest box trail and interpre-
tive pamphlet for the State 4-H Camp 
at Halsey; a bluebird conservation 
video and slide show for Bluebirds 
Across Nebraska; a Chadron State 
College biology department research 
study on the least chipmunk in the 
Pine Ridge, and a cooperative ven-
ture with Gering Public Schools for 
an educational display on the wildlife 
values of tree snags at the Wildcat 
Hills Nature Center near Gering. 
Wildlife Species Management 
Deer 
Hunter success and harvest in-
creased slightly over the previous 
year, with a record high harvest for 
the regular firearm season. Total 
take was 45,204 deer with 36,069 
during the regular firearm season; 
4,411 by archers; 3, 194 by muzzle-
loader hunters, and 1,530 during 
special gun seasons. Firearm hunters 
are nearly stable (56,764 regular 
season} because of permit limitations; 
archers increased by 4% to 1,568) 
and muzzleloader hunters by 19% 
(to 8,386). Muzzleloaders have in-
creased each year since the first 
season in 1989, when 2,461 permits 
were issued. 
Highway mortality data was not 
yet available. Between 1987 and 
1994 deer losses varied from 3,269 
(1990) to 4,763 (1994). 
Antelope 
Aerial surveys indicate antelope 
numbers were unchanged from 
1994. About 4, 150 pronghorns were 
estimated in the Panhandle. Most of 
the range is below desired numbers. 
Archery hunters scored 14% success, 
with 63 antelope taken by 439 per-
mittees. Firearm hunting has been 
limited to allow herd recovery. The 
season was liberalized slightly in 
1995, allowing 735 permittees, who 
took 624 pronghorns. 
Turkey 
Production was below normal in 
1995, with cold weather and above 
normal precipitation. Production was 
excellent in 1987, but since then, it 
has been below normal except for 
1991, 1993, and 1994, which were 
average. Populations are generally 
below the highs of the late 1980s. 
Spring hunting success was similar 
to the past few years, with 41 % for 
9,907 shotgun hunters and 21 % for 
2, 150 archers. 
Fall shotgun success was 51 % 
compared to 53% the previous year. 
Elk 
Nebraska's first elk season since 
1987 was held in the Pine Ridge's 
Hat Creek and Bordeaux areas. A $5 
application fee was required, and 
2, 155 applications were received for 
30 regular permits. Eight additional 
landowner permits were issued. 
There were 5 bulls, 7 cows and 2 
calves taken during the hunt. 
In a radio telemetry study of elk in 
the Pine Ridge, helicopter net gun-
ners were used to capture and collar 
elk in the Bordeaux and Hat Creek 
areas of the Pine Ridge. Radio trans-
mitter collars have been placed on 
nineteen elk. The collared animals 
will be used to formulate a popula-
tion estimate, cow:calf ratio, and 
data on habitat use and movements. 
Upland Game 
Upland Game surveys were con-
ducted to monitor breeding popula-
tions, hatching dates, brood size and 
to predict hunter success . Five sur-
veys conducted during 1995 includ-
ed: Incidental Brood Survey; August 
Roadside Survey; Mourning Dove 
Call Count Survey; Prairie Grouse 
Breeding Ground Survey, and the 
Northern Bobwhite Whistle Count. 
Information on upland hunting is 
still being compiled. The several did 
not end until January 31, 1996. 
1994 Resident Upland Game Harvest 
Species Hunters Game 
Bagged 
Pheasant 96,100 744,200 
Quail 56,400 351,900 
Grouse 15,600 70,800 
Dove 30,900 514,400 
Huns 2,600 3,400 
Cottontails 18,500 94,800 
Squirrels 11,500 56,000 
Waterfowl 
Waterfowl management extends 
well beyond the season-setting pro-
cess both in scope and time. Water-
fowl are counted each January as 
part of a national survey. There were 
135,000 ducks counted - 123,000 
or 91 % mallards and 103,000 Can-
ada geese. These surveys are used in 
Central Flyway goose management 
plans. 
To prepare for the possibility of 
changing duck zone boundaries in 
1996, a special section to gather 
input form hunters was included in 
the statewide Hu'nter Success Survey 
sent in February. 
For the first time since 1992, avian 
cholera caused a detectable loss of 
waterfowl. State and federal person-
nel collected 2, 112 waterfowl car-
casses in the Rainwater Basin area of 
south-central Nebraska during the 
spring migration when water levels in 
area wetlands ranged from poor to 
good. Estimated mortality was 3,500 
to 5,000 birds. 
In a May 1994 survey, the breed-
ing population of ducks in the Sand-
hills was estimated at 143,000, well 
above the 100, ooo:duck average. 
Mallards comprised about 15% of 
the total. Other important species 
included gadwall and blue-winged 
teal. The number of water areas 
counted (2 81} also was well above 
average. 
With the completion of a five-year 
program to band Canada geese in 
the Sandhills in 1994, efforts were 
directed to the Panhandle where a 
10-year program of releasing gos-
lings ended in 1993. Slightly more 
than 800 geese were trapped and 
banded in June; 120 previously 
banded birds also were captured. In 
a 1991 -1993 Lancaster County fol -
low-up study, 1,800 geese were 
trapped and banded and 580 recap-
tures were obtained. 
In addition, 82 Canadas were 
trapped and moved from Bowling 
Lake in Lincoln at the request of the 
Lincoln Airport authority. As part of 
Nebraska's 25-year-old restoration 
project, about 400 goslings from the 
captive flock at Sacramento WMA 
were banded and released in eastern 
Nebraska . This effort, with the coop-
eration of many sportsmen, sports-
women and others, truly is a wildlife 
management success story. 
In September, a staff member 
participated in the annual white-
fronted goose inventory in southern 
Canada, where more than 1.1 mil-
lion geese were observed. In Decem-
ber, 85,000 Canadas were counted 
in the state during the nationwide, 
coordinated aerial survey. 
Duck hunters enjoyed a 60-day 
hunting season in 1995 in the Low 
Plains, 9 more than in 1994. An 
additional 23 days were available in 
the High Plains. Nebraska was the 
only state in the nation to retain the 
point system for establishing the daily 
bag of ducks. 
Furbearers and 
Small Mammals 
The harvest of animals for fur, as 
reported in the mail survey, showed 
about 254,000 animals taken during 
the 1994-95 season. Harvest of all 
species except coyote was up from 
1993-94. Harvest records were set 
for raccoon, 151,000 animals; bob-
cat, 242, and red fox, 3,600. The 
harvest of mink, muskrat, beaver, 
opossum, badger and skunk was the 
highest in at least 6 years. There 
were 5,255 fur harvest permits sold, 
the most since 1988. 
Two laws were passed by the 
1995 Nebraska Unicameral that will 
affect furbearing animals and fur 
harvesters in the state. 
One bill added eight species to 
the official list of furbearers - red 
fox, gray fox, bobcat, Canada lynx, 
striped skunk, spotted skunk, badger 
and long-tailed weasel. With this 
classification, the Commission is given 
management responsibility for those 
species, and fur harvesters are now 
required to have a fur harvest permit 
to take them. Seasons and other 
regulations were set for these species 
by the Commission in 1995. 
A second law requires identifica-
tion tags on traps in Nebraska. The 
Commission adopted regulations, 
requiring the use of a driver's license 
number or Nebraska identification 
number to identify traps. 
Nongame, Threatened and 
Endangered Species 
River Otters 
There were 11 otter observations 
reported in 1995 - 7 confirmed and 
4 probable}. One confirmed report 
and one probable report involved 
potential family groups of otters. Six 
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reports were mortalities, including 
one animal found dead and five that 
were accidentally trapped. Three of 
the six otter mortalities involved 
untagged animals, most likely off-
spring of released animals. 
Swift Fox 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
recently received a petition to place 
the swift fox on the federal endan-
gered list. Although the species has 
been listed as endangered in Ne-
braska for many years, the swift fox 
is not listed as endangered or threat-
ened in most other states and is 
locally abundant in Colorado, Kansas 
and Wyoming. 
To avoid the federal listing, Ne-
braska staff have been involved with 
those from other states within the 
swift fox range to prepare a "Con-
servation Strategy" for managing the 
species at the state level. 
Bald Eagles 
In the 1995 breeding season, 
eight bald eagles fledged from a 
total of seven nests in Sherman, 
Saunders, Garden, Gage, Holt, Loup 
and Scottsbluff counties. Biologists 
and conservation officers monitored 
several other nest sites where some 
degree of eagle activity occurred . 
The 1995 Midwinter bald eagle sur-
vey counted 7 49 bald eagles - a 
36% decrease from 1994' s 1, 163 
birds and up 1 % from the 1980-1995 
statewide average of 7 44. 
American Kestrels 
Sierra Club of Omaha and Raptor 
Recovery Center of Lincoln moni-
tored 48 nest boxes on the backs of 
1-80 signs between Omaha and Sew-
ard. Kestrels used 15 of them, and 
51 birds fledged, up 43 from 1994. 
A third project was begun with the 
Audubon Society of Omaha, and 15 
kestrel nest boxes were placed on 
signs in Omaha along 1-680 and the 
Kennedy Freeway. 
Whooping Cranes 
Each year, the spring and fall 
migration of whooping cranes is 
monitored and stopover sites are 
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evaluated. During spring migration, 
7 confirmed sightings were reported 
in Nebraska, accounting for 18 dif-
ferent cranes. 
There were 47 whooping crane 
nests observed on the summer breed-
ing grounds in Wood Buffalo Nation-
al Park in Canada - a record num-
ber for at least the last 70 years. 
During fall migration, 4 Nebraska 
sightings were confirmed, involving 
10 individual whoopers. Dry condi-
tions persisting during the summer 
and fall may have influenced the 
number of cranes stopping in the 
state. There were 28 juveniles and 
127 adult whooping cranes that 
completed the fall migration. The 
number of young birds reaching 
Aransas NWR in Texas surpassed the 
old record of 25 young in 1987. 
Peregrine Falcons 
In 1995, a female peregrine (84-
R) returned early to the Woodman 
Tower in Omaha and laid six (pre-
sumably infertile) eggs before the 
male (54-T) showed up. This was the 
second year of nesting there by this 
pair. They produced three eggs: one 
egg hatched on May 28, one egg 
disappeared that same day and the 
third egg was found broken on June 
6. Unfortunately, the single chick 
died and was later carried off by one 
of the adults. 
Because of the unexplained out-
come of the nesting attempt and 
because no other chicks were avail-
able from captive breeding facilities, 
it was decided to forego augmenta-
tion. Since 1992, peregrine falcons 
have nested every year in Omaha 
and have fledged four young . 
No peregrine falcon nesting activ-
ity was reported in the Lincoln area. 
Least Terns & Piping Plovers 
Nesting surveys of least terns and 
piping plovers were conducted on 
the Platte, North Platte, Loup, Elk-
horn and Missouri rivers. The NGPC, 
Corps of Engineers, NPPD, CNPPID 
and Whooping Crane Trust partici-
pated in the census. 
Surveys found 639 least terns and 
300 piping plovers at both sandbar 
and sandpit nesting sites combined. 
Surveys were interrupted by high 
flows during June and part of July, 
which meant low census numbers for 
terns and plovers. Generally, pro-
duction at sandbar sites along the 
Loup River and most of the Platte 
River, including Lake McConaughy, 
was low due to high flows and lack 
of exposed, suitable habitat. 
Partners in Flight 
The process for developing Neo-
tropical Migratory Bird Conservation 
Priorities continued in 1995. A draft 
list of "species of concern" for the 
Southern Great Plains Region, which 
includes all but Nebraska's Panhan-
dle, has been developed and will be 
finalized in early 1996. Similar efforts 
are underway in the western region 
which includes the Panhandle. Re-
gional plans will then be combined to 
form a national plan. 
International 
Shorebird Survey 
The International Shorebird Survey 
of the eastern Rainwater Basin area 
began in 1993. Since then, 24 differ-
ent species of shorebirds have been 
observed at the 8 wetland sites on 
the survey route. Single day counts 
of as many as 3,000 to 4,000 shore-
birds have been made. There were 
18 surveys run during the spring and 
fall migration. 
Raptors 
There were 13 raptors electrocu-
ted by overhead power lines during 
1995. Mortalities included: 2 golden 
eagles, 2 bald eagles, 5 great 
horned owls, 2 red-tailed hawks and 
2 unidentified raptors. 
Changes were made to deter 
future electrocutions at these sites at 
all but two of the locations. This on-
going cooperative program between 
the Commission, USFWS and public 
power districts of began in 1988. 
Since that time, 140 reports of raptor 
electrocutions have been documented 
and follow-up modifications have 
been made at most sites. 
Documentation of eagle mortali-
ties continued. In addition to the four 
documented electrocution mortalities, 
six other bald eagles were examined 
for cause of death. Lead poisoning 
was the cause of two of eagle 
deaths, while the cause of for the 
other four deaths could not be deter-
mined. Since 1988, 107 eagles (60 
bald, 47 golden) have been exam-
ined for cause of death before car-
casses were turned over to the 
USFWS for disposition. 
Commission employees provided 
valuable assistance in the efforts of 
the Raptor Recovery Center pro-
gram, which received and cared for · 
271 raptors in 1995. Arrangements 
were made to pick up and transport 
injured birds to the center in Lincoln. 
Natural Heritage 
Nebraska's Natural Heritage Pro-
gram continues to collect, update 
and disperse information about near-
ly 650 rare plant and animal species 
and 55 natural communities through-
out the state. Nearly 5,500 occur-
rence records have been processed 
for species and natural communities. 
In the past year, 30 formal and 
approximately 400 informal requests 
for Heritage data were handled for 
state and federal agencies, local 
governmental entities, consultants, 
private organizations and individuals. 
Cooperating with The Nature 
Conservancy, the Heritage botanist 
participated in developing a vegeta-
tion map for Scotts Bluff National 
Monument at the request of the 
National Park Service and National 
Biological Service. This was a pilot 
project to develop methodology and 
techniques for vegetation mapping of 
the entire national park system. 
Heritage Program also received 
funding from the N PS to conduct a 
rare species and natural community 
inventory of the Wildcat Hills region. 
With funding provided by the 
U.S. Forest Service, the Heritage 
Program conducted rare plant inven-
tories of the Oglala National Grass-
lands and McKelvie National Forest. 
Information gathered from the inven-
tories will be used to develop future 
management plans for these lands . 
Ongoing projects include: Sand-
hills Stream Habitat Restoration; 
Republican River Biodiversity; Ameri-
can Burying Beetle and Blowout pen-
stemon research; Wildcat Hills Rare 
Plant Survey; Pesticide Protection 
Deer Hunter Success 
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1995 Season 
Archery Muzzleloader Firearm Special 
Deer Season 
Program; Oglala Grasslands and 
McKelvie Forest rare plant survey; 
rare butterfly/insect survey on Forest 
Service lands; Regal Fritilary survey. 
Consultations 
More than 400 proposed land 
and water development projects 
requiring permits or authorization 
from state and federal agencies were 
reviewed for impact on endangered 
and threatened species. Most pro-
jects would have no effect, while 
others would adversely impact en-
dangered and threatened species. 
Such impacts were averted by modi-
fying projects with the cooperation of 
project sponsors and the appropriate 
state and federal agencies. 
Liftouts 
Efforts continuted to provide infor-
mation on Nebraska's rarest wildlife 
and plants. Nongame staff worked 
with NEBRASKA/and Magazine to 
produce "liftout" publications featur-
ing each of the state's endangered 
and threatened species. The series 
began in 1992. The 1995 liftouts fea -
tured the piping plover and black-
footed ferret . 
- Permits Sold 
- Harvest 
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The Trust was created by legisla-
tion in 1992 11 • • • to conserve, en-
hance and restore the natural physi-
cal and biological environment in 
Nebraska, including the air, land, 
ground water and surface water, 
flora and fauna, prairies and forests, 
wildlife and wildlife habitat, and 
natural areas of aesthetic or scenic 
values 11 • The Trust is funded through 
the Nebraska Lottery, receiving 25% 
of the proceeds until July 1, 1997. 
• 
n, 
The Environmental Trust Fund 
completed its second grants award 
cycle in 1995. 122 applications were 
received, processing more than $18 
million in requests. 
The Trust funded projects ad-
dressing critical habitat areas, sur-
face water quality, ground water 
quality and the creation of recycling 
markets and reduction of solid waste 
volume and toxicity. There were 67 
applications funded for a total of 
$5, l 03,230. 
The Trust is governed by a 15-
member board, including three citi-
zens representatives from each con-
gressional district and six agency 
directors. The Trust employs only two 
full-time people. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
TRUST 
ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST BOARD 
1st District 
Vincent Kramper 
498 190th St. 
Dakota City NE 68731 
Home Phone: 402-987-3560 
Lynn Roper 
3227 S. 29th St. 
Lincoln NE 68502 
Home Phone: 402-423-8060 
Office Phone: 402-473-1831 
Susan Seacrest 
6540 Crooked Creek Dr. 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
Home Phone: 402-423-5790 
Office Phone: 402-434-2740 
2nd District 
John Ellsworth 
97 49 Fieldcrest Dr. 
Omaha, NE 68114 
Home Phone: 402-391-0104 
Office PHone: 402-344-4000 
Curt Werner 
PO Box 37308 
Omaha, NE 68114 
Office Phone: 402-894-3000 
Gail Yanney 
6520 Rainwood Rd. 
Omaha, NE 68152 
Home phone: 402-571-8110 
Office phone: 402-552-6700 
3rd District 
Bradley Hansen 
PO Box 173 
Hemingford, NE 69348 
Home Phone: 308-487-3838 
Office Phone: 308-487-3805 
Fax: 308-487-3839 
Charles Jura 
1203 53rd St. 
Columbus, NE 68601 
Phone: 402-563-1416 
Dick Mercer 
RR 4 Box 293 
Kearney, NE 68847 
Phone: 308-234-9549 
State Agency Representatives 
Game and Parks Commission 
Rex Amack, Director 
P.O. Box 30370 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 
Phone: 402-471-5539 
Fax: 402-471-5528 
Department of Health 
Dr. Mark B. Horton, Director 
P.O. Box 95007 
Lincoln, NE 68509-5007 
Phone: 402- 471-2133 
Fax: 402-471-0383 
Dept. of Water Resources 
J. Michael Jess, Director 
P.O. Box 94676 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4676 
Phone: 402-471-2363 
Fax: 402-471-2759 
Department of Agriculture 
Larry E. Sitzman, Director 
P.O. Box 94947 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4947 
Phone: 402-471-2341 
Fax: 402-471-2759 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
Dayle E. Williamson, Director 
P.O. Box 94876 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4876 
Phone: 402-471-208 l 
Fax: 402-471-3132 
Dept. of Environmental Quality 
Randy Wood, Director 
P.O. Box 98922 
Lincoln, NE 68509-8922 
Phone: 402-471-423 l 
Fax: 402-2909 
Legislation creating the Trust stipu-
lated it would be part of the Game 
and Parks Commission for adminis-
trative purposes only. The Board 
was further authorized to contract 
with the Commission for administra-
tive support and office space. 
SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS 
Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund 
1995 GRANT CYCLE 
REQUEST SIZE NUMBER OF REQUESTS PERCENT 
RECOGNITION CLASS 
$ 5,000 or less 10 17% 
$ 5,000.01 to $10,000 20 34% 
$10,000.01 to $15,000 29 49% 
TOTAL 59 100% 
Total Amount Requested: $672,374.00 / Average Grant Request: $11,396.17 
Minimum Grant Request: $950.00 
.. GENERAL GRANT APPLICATIONS •·••·• 
....... ... · .. 
. . . 
REQUEST SIZE NUMBER OF REQUESTS PERCENT 
GENERAL CLASS 
$15,000.01 to $50,000 14 22% 
$50,000.01 to $100,000 9 14% 
$100,000.01 to $250,000 18 29% 
$250,000.01 to $500,000 20 32% 
More than $500,000 2 3% 
TOTAL 59 100% 
Total Amount Requested: $16,978,770.50 / Average Grant Request: $269,504.29 
Maximum Grant Request: $4,348,594.50 
.• .. ·.·.·. ········ u< ..... ·.•.•···~ _l>l>LICANTS_ BY CAT~(;()R'Y' .. ·.• · . ......... 
·-••••·•·•••••••r••·•·••••••••••·--··· 
... } ... . 
.. 
.. 
· . 
Cemeteries 4 Private, Non-Profit 36 
City/f owns/Counties 10 Public Agencies* 13 
Consortia 5 Schools 4 
Individuals 14 State & Federal Agencies 5 
NRDs 6 University of Nebraska- Lincoln 18 
Private, For-Profit 7 TOTAL ALL CATEGORIES 
*Community Action Agencies, Clean Community Systems, Power and Irrigation Districts, etc. 
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